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geous productions of those glowing climates, can never expe
rience. The greater number of the trees, with the exception
of some of the Blue-gums, do not attain a large size; but

they grow tall and tolerably straight, and stand well apart.
The bark of some of the Eucalypti falls annually, or hangs
dead in long shreds which swing about with the wind, and

give to the woods a desolate and untidy appearance. I can
not imagine a more complete contrast, in every respect, than

between the forests of Valdivia or Ohiloe and the woods of

Australia.

At sunset, a party of a score of the black aborigines passed
by, each carrying, in their accustomed manner, a bundle of

spears and other weapons. By giving a leading young man

a shilling, they were easily detained, and threw their spears
for my amusement. They were all partly clothed, and sev

eral could speak a little English: their countenances were

good-humored and pleasant, and they appeared far from be

ing such utterly degraded beings as they have usually been

represented. In their own arts they are admirable. A cap

being fixed at thirty yards' distance, they transfixed it with

a spear, delivered by the throwing-stick with the rapidity
of an arrow from the bow of a practiced archer. In track

ing animals or men they show most wonderful sagacity; and

I heard of several of their remarks which manifested con

siderable acuteness. They will not, however, cultivate the

ground., or build houses and remain stationary, or even take

the trouble of tending a flock of sheep when given to them.

On the whole they appear to me to stand some few degrees

higher in the scale of civilization than the Fuegians.
It is very curious thus to see in the midst of a civilized

people a set of harmless savages wandering about without

knowing where they shall sleep at night, and gaining their

livelihood by hunting in the woods. As the white man has

travelled onward, he has spread over the country belonging
to several tribes. These, although thus inclosed by one

common people, keep up their ancient distinctions, and

sometimes go to war with each other. In an engagement
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