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gh·es the pro' inces the riO'ht of local legislatures to regulate their pr0o 
vincial concerns, independent!} of the general government. 

The manner iu " 'hich the reforms in the constitution were effected 
wiU gh c sorne insight into the n1ode of conducting business, and 
exhibits the po 'er of this party. The plans, after being long under 
discussion in the Chan1ber of Deputies, ~ere referred to a committee 
of tJ1at body," bo reported upon them, and they were finally passed. 
:w1der a decision by the Chan1bers that the Senate and Regency had 
no right to vote, control, or even deliberate upon the question. They 
thus ass01ncd to thernseh es the vvhole po\\rer of legislative action on 
so snon1entous a subject, totally disregarding the constitutional claims 
of the other co-ordinate and co-equal branches of the govcrnmen~ 
whose concurrence ,,. as necessary to legalize all their acts under the 
constitution, and whose authority ' as then in vigour, and could not be 
suspended, although it \vas susceptible of tnodification in the proper 
forn1. This subject was recornn1ended to the attention of the people 
in 1833, "ith a view to party action on it; and ne'\\r elections were 
ordered, for the purpose of deliberating upon a new constitution. But 
fron1 some circum lances, the regents 'verc not 'villing to accede to 
the measure, after it had passed the forn1s of legislation in the 
Chatnber of Deputies; they steadfastly adhered to the determination 
of \vithbolding their sanction to the la·w, opposing all terms of com· 
promise. For a long titne the tranquillity, if not the destiny of the 
country, was in jeopardy. The regents were finally, as was supposed, 
and generally believed, brought over by pecw1iary considerations. 
The Senate also ineffectuaHy attempted to interpose a protest against 
the measure (the election of a regent to hold oflice for four years), not 
only to sustain their dignity but tnaintain their rjghts; neither \'tas 
it satisfactory to the people generally, nor to the national guard, who 
it was \\'ell known would have Up} orted the regents in their oppo
sition. All ilnpediments, ho\\1C\ er, to the passage of this favourite and 
in1portant 1neasure, \vcre overc Jne by the power and management 
of this band of leading tnen, \vho contrived to unite with them the 
most opposite_ characters, and to neutralize personal animosity, as well 
as party strife, absorbing all other sqhjects, and enlisting then1 in 
support of this Jneasure. They thus clearly manifested their influence, 
in being able to set aside constitutional restraints, overcoming the 
executive pov. er, and controlling the senatorial aristocracy. 

The new consti tutior cams to operate satisfactorily under these 
leaders. There are, ho\vever, some features in it which give its 
warmest friends many fears re ·peeling the stability of the government. 
One of these is the difficulty of tnaking the 11rovincial legislatures 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-Wilkes-Expedition/README.htm


