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and brouO'ht together the top, here they re firmly bound by bark 
sed , an twi mailer bran·cbes are then in erlaced, forming ~ 
tol rabl compact' icker- ork, and on thi , gra s, turf, and bark are 
1 id tnaking the hut quite arm, nd in1pervious to the wind and snow 
tllouah not quite o to the rain. The usual dimensions of the e hut~ 
are e'en or eight £ et in diatneter, and about four or five feet in 
heio-ht. he have an o al hole to creep in at. The fire is built in a 
small exc ' tion in the tniddle of the hut. The floor is of clay, iVhich 
has the appe ranee of ha ina been wen kneaded. The usual accorn. 

paniment of a hut is a conical pile of shells oppo ite the door, nearly 
as large as the hut itself. 

Their occupancy of a hut seems to be limited to the upply of hell­
fish, consi ting of mussels and limpets, in the neighbourh od. 

The e natives are never seen but in their hut or canoe . The 
itnpediment to their communication by I nd are great, gro\vina out of 
the mountainous and rocky character of the co ntry, inter ected with 
inlets d ep and impas able, nd in most place bounded by abrupt 
precipic , together with a oil rhich tnay be termed a quagmire, on 
'vhich it i difficult to alk. Thi pre ails on the hills as well as in 
the p1 in and alley . The impenetrable nature of the forest, with the 
dense undergro th of thorny bushes, renders it impossible for them to 
overc me or contend with these difficulties. They appear to live in 
famili , nd not in t ·ibe , and do not seem to ackno ledge an chief. 

On the 11th f arch three bark canoes arrived, containing four 
men, fo r ' omen, and girl about si teen years old, four little boys 
and four infants, one of the la ter about a 'veek ol , an quite nakcil. 
The thennometer a t 46° i ahrenheit. They had rude eapons, 
viz., ling to throw stone , three rude pears, pointed t the end with 
bone, and notched on one ide ' ith barbed teeth. With this they 
catch their fi h, which are in gr at qu ntities among the kelp. Two 
of the nati e were in d to come on board, after they had been 
alongside for up rds of n hour, and received many presents, for 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-Wilkes-Expedition/README.htm


