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We found the coast to trend off to the outhca t, and I judged we 
could ee it trending from t enty-fivc to thirty miles. vVe had now 

certained, beyond a doubt, th t there ''as no open space next to the 
~~nd, a I had been led to believe ould be found, o late in the season. 
The whole area was tudded with iceberg , hich it now becan1e 
neces ar to get clear of, if possible, before night set in. 

It was a day of great e. citetnent to all, for e had ice of all kinds 
and de criptions to encounter, frorn the iceberg of huge q adrangulnr 
shape, with its stratified appearance, to the unken and deccpti e 
mass that it "a diffic It to percei c before it v as nder the bow. 
Our ituation \vas critical, but the eather fa ourcd u for a (ew hour . 
On clearing these dangers, 've kept off to the south ard and e t
ward, under all sai1, and t 8 r. M. w counted eighty large ice-i land 
in ight. Afterward it became .so thick with i t and ~ g, a to 
render it necessary to lay-to till daylight, before hi h time ve had 
heavy sn \ -storm. The ten1perature of the ater had [; lien to 29° · 
air 0

• At one hundred f: thorns de th ve found the former 2 °. 
rong ale now et in frotn the south ard and west"' ard. The 

bri deck was covered ith icc and sno·w, n the weather became 
c. i' ly dar and cold. The en "'ere suffering not only from 
\\'nn f ufficicnt room o accomm ate the nm bcr in the e .. el 
but from the inade uacy of the clothing with bich they had been 
.uppli . Although purchn ed by the g vernment at great cxpen e, it 
wa ~ und t be entirely n orthy the servi c, nd inferior in C\ cry 
wa to the sa pJe exhibitc . Thi \Vas the ca e \Vith all the nrti Jc 
of thi dcscripti n that were provided for the Expediti n. Not having 

en able to sati fy my. elf t \\hom the blame is to be attributed 
contractors or in ·pector , I he itate to give their names ublicit . 
The deception i in my o inion to be attrib 1ted to both. 

On the 5th of March th gale h d increased. The tender ea- ull 
being in clo e company, both vessels were in imminent danger. At 
3 A. r. we narro ly e capcd everal icebergs. At 4 "· M., it blew a 
very hea y gale· from the south est; th temperature of tho nir fell 
t 27°, nd that of the ater was 29°; the ice formed rapidly on the 
deck, and covered the rigging, so much a to render it difficult to 
work either the brig or schooner; danger be et us in every directi n, 
and it req ired all the watchfu1ne we were po e sed f t avoid then'l. 

From the state of the eather, the latene of the ca on, and th 
difficulty of seeing ar und u , not only during the ever 1 ho r f th 
night, but e en in the d ytime, the constant fo and mi t in ' hich 
we had been for sever l h urs every day env loped, rend re ur 
exertions abortive, and precluded the possibility of doing any thin 
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