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On the production of the rules and regulations, Tanoa seemed rather
confused, and at first appeared dull and stupid ; this I imputed to his
ava drinking, in which they had all indulged to excess the night
before. He did not seem to comprehend the object of them, or as the
interpreter expressed it, “ could not take the idea.” This is not to be
wondered at, when it is considered that this was the first act of the
kind he had been called upon to do. Tubou Totai being a traveller
of some note, readily understood their meaning, and through his ex-
planations Tanoa soon comprehended the object, and listened with
attention (his whole suite sitting around), to the reading of them,
sentence by sentence; after which he made signs of understanding
them, and gave his approval and consent to having them established,
and the next day signed them, by making his mark. (See Appendix
V.) That which he was to keep I had rolled up and put into a bright
round tin case, which he seemed to regard with great pride.

Although I did not anticipate much immediate good from these
regulations, yet I was well satisfied they would be of use in restraining
the natives as well as masters of ships, and in securing a better under-
standing between them; at any rate it was a beginning, and would
make them feel we were desirous of doing them justice. I talked to
him much, through the interpreter, of the necessity of protecting the
whites, and of punishing those who molest and take from them their
goods in case of shipwreck. He listened to me very patiently, and said,
“he had always done so; that my advice was very good, but he did
not need it; that I must give plenty of it to his son Seru, and talk hard
to him; that he would in a short time be king, and needed it.”

We now proceeded to show them the ship. Tanoa expressed great
astonishment at the wheel, and the manner of steering our large canoe
or man-of-war. I told him I was going to order some guns to be fired
with balls, when he immediately expressed his joy at it, saying that
he thought I was offended with him, from my not firing when he
came on board. On my telling him it was not so, but that he must
consider it more honourable to him to fire balls, he was well satisfied.
It was amusing to see the curiosity excited among them all, when
they understood the large guns were to be fired. On the firing taking
place, they all made an exclamation of surprise and astonishment—
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followed with a cluck of the tongue in a high key, putting their fingers
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