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of his own time with those made by the Indian and Persian astrono-

mers two thousand years before, he had satisfied himself that import

ant changes had taken place since the times of history in the form

of the coasts of Asia, and that the extension of the sea had been

greater at some former periods. He was confirmed in this opinion by

the numerous salt springs and marshes in the interior of Asia, -a

phenomenon from which Pa1as, in more recent times, has drawn the

same inference.
Von Hoff has suggested, with great probability, that the changes

in the level of the Caspian (some of which there is reason to believe

have happened within the historical era), and the geological ap

pearances in that district, indicating the desertion by that sea of its

ancient bed, had probably led Omar to his theory of a general sub

sidence. But whatever may have been the proofs relied on, his system
was declared contradictory to certain passages in the Koran, and he

was called upon publicly to recant his errors; to avoid which per
secution he went into voluntary banishment from Samarkand.*

The cosmological opinions expressed in the Koran are few, and

merely introduced incidentally : so that it is not easy to understand

how they could have interfered so seriously with free discussion on

the former changes of the globe. The Prophet declares that the earth
was created in two days, and the mountains were then placed on it;
and during these, and two additional days, the inhabitants of the earth
were formed: and in two more the seven heavens4 There is no
more detail of circumstances; and the deluge, which is also mentioned,
is discussed with equal brevity. The waters are represented to have

poured out of an oven; a strange fable, said. to be borrowed from the
Persian Magi, who represented them as issuing from the oven of an
old woman4 All men were drowned, save Noah and his family; and
then God said, "0 earth, swallow up thy waters; and thou, 0 heaven,
withhold thy rain;" and immediately the waters abated.
We may suppose Omar to have represented the desertion of the

land by the sea to have been gradual, and that his hypothesis required
a greater lapse of ages than was consistetit with Moslem orthodoxy;
for it is to be inferred from the Koran, that man and this planet were
created at the same time; and although Mahomet did not limit ex
pressly the antiquity of the human race, yet he gave an implied

* Von Roll, Gcsc1iicht der Vcriindc-
rungen tier Erdoberfijiche, vol. i. p. 406.,
who cites Delisie, bey Hismann Welt-und
Völkergcschichte. Alto Gcsehichte 1ter
thou, s. 234.- The Arabian persecutions
for heretical dogmas in theology were
often very sanguinary. In the same ageswherein learnhigwa.s most in esteem, the
Mahoinetans were divided into two sects,
one of whom maintained that the Koran
was increate, and had subsisted in the
very essence of God from all eternity; and
the other, the Motazulites, who, admittingthat the Koran was instituted by God,




conceived it. to have been first made when
revealed to the Prophet at Mecca, and
accused their opponents of believing in
two eternal beings. rilliC opinions ofeach
of these sects were taken up by different
caliphs in succession, and the followers of
each sometimes submitted to he beheaded,
or flogged till at the point of death, rather
than renounce their creed.- Mod. Univ.
lust. Vol. ii. ell. iv.

f Koran, chap. xli.
Sale's Koran, chap. xi. see note.
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