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imbibed the spirit of a faction; and their opponents the.Vulcanists,
were not long in becoming contaminated with the same intemperate
zeal. Ridicule and irony were weapons more frequently employed
than argument by the rival sects, till at last the controversy was
carried on with a degree of Dbitterness almost unprecedented in
questions of physical science. Desmarest alone, who had long before
provided ample materials for refuting such a theor.y, kept aloof from
the strife; and whenever a zealous Neptunist wished to draw the
old man into an argument, he was satisfied with replying “ Go and
See.”*

Hutton, 1788.— It would be contrary to all analogy, in matters of
graver import, thata war should rage with such fury on the Continent,
and that the inhabitants of our island should not mingle in the affray.
Although in England the personal influence of Werner was wanting
to stimulate men to the defence of the weaker side of the question,
they contrived to find good reason for espousing the Wernerian errors

‘with great enthusiasm. In order to explain the peculiar motives
which led many to enter, even with party feeling, into this contest, it
will be necessary to present the reader with a sketch of the views
unfolded by Hutton, a contemporary of the Saxon geologist. The
former naturalist had been educated as a physician, but declining the
practice of medicine, he resolved, when young, to remain content with
the small independence inherited from his father, and thenceforth to
give his undivided attention to scientific pursuits. He resided at
Edinburgh, where he enjoyed the society of many men of high at-
tainments, who loved him for the simplicity of his manners and the
sincerity of his character. His application was unwearied; and he
made frequent tours through different parts of England and Scotland,
acquiring considerable skill as a mineralogist, and constantly arriving
at grand and comprehensive views in geology. He communicated the
results of his observations unreservedly, and with the fearless spirit
of one who was conscious that love of truth was the sole stimulus of
his exertions. When at length he had matured his views, he pub-
lished, in 1788, his ¢ Theory of the Earth,”} and the same, afterwards
more fully developed in a separate work, in 1795. This treatise was
the first in which geology was declared to be in no way concerned
about “questions as to the origin of things;” the first in which an
attempt was made to dispense entirely with all hypothetical causes,
and to explain the former changes of the earth’s crust by reference
exclusively to natural agents. Hutton laboured to give fixed prin-
ciples to geology, as Newton had succeeded in doing to astronomy ;
but, in the former science, too little progress had been made towards
f !frnishing the necessary data, to enable any philosopher, however great
his genius, to realise so noble a project.

5 H“t‘f”."ia" .”""—’9?'.?/- — “The ruins of an older world,” said Hutton,

SHEQ visible in the present structure of our planet; and the strata
which now compose our continents have been once beneath the sea,

* Cuvier, Eloge de Desmarest. t Ed. Phil. Trans. 1788.
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