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Cm. IX.] UNIFORMITY OF THE SYSTEM. 147

order of nature has, from the earliest periods, been uniform in the
same sense in which we believe it to be uniform at present, and
expect it to remain so in future. 'We have no reason to suppose,
that when man first became master of a small part of the globe, a
greater change took place in its physical condition than is now
experienced when districts, never before inhabited, become succes-
sively occupied by new settlers. When a powerful European colony
lands on the shores of Australia, and introduces at once those arts
which it has required many centuries to mature ; when it imports a
multitude of plants and large animals from the opposite extremity of
the earth, and begins rapidly to extirpate many of the indigenous
species, a mightier revolution is effected in a brief period than the
first entrance of a savage horde, or their continued occupation of the
country for many centuries, can possibly be imagined to have pro-
duced. If there be no impropriety in assuming that the system is
uniform when disturbances so unprecedented occur in certain locali-
ties, we can with much greater confidence apply the same language
to those primeval ages when the aggregate number and power of the
human race, or the rate of their advancement in civilization, must be
supposed to have been far inferior. In reasoning on the state of the
globe immediately before our species was called into existence, we
must be guided by the same rules of induction as when we speculate
on the state of America in the interval that elapsed between the
introduction of man into Asia, the supposed cradle of our race, and
the arrival of the first adventurers on the shores of the New World.
In that interval, we imagine the state of things to have gone on
according to the order now observed in regions unoccupied by man.
Even now, the waters of lakes, seas, and the great ocean, which teem
with life, may be said to have no immediate relation to the human
race —to be portions of the terrestrial system of which man has
never taken, nor ever can take possession ; so that the greater part of
the inhabited surface of the planet may remain still as insensible to
our presence as before any isle or continent was appointed to be our
residence.

If the barren soil around Sydney had at once become fertile upon
the landing of our first settlers; if, like the happy isles whereof the
poets have given us such glowing descriptions, those sandy tracts
had begun to yield spontaneously an annual supply of grain, we
might then, indeed, have fancied alterations still more remarkable
in the economy of nature to have attended the first coming of our
species into the planet. Or if, when a voleanic island like Ischia
was, for the first time, brought under cultivation by the enterprise
and industry of a Greek colony, the internal fire had become dor-
mant, and the earthquake had remitted its destructive violence, there
would then have been some ground for speculating on the debilitation
of the subterranean forces, when the earth was first placed under
the dominion of man. But after a long interval of rest, the volcano
bursts forth again with renewed energy, annihilatesone half of the in-
habitants, and compels the remainder to emigrate. The course of nature
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