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Ce. XIV.] FLOOD OF THE ANIO AT TIVOLL 201

happened 15th Nov. 1826, after heavy rains, such as produced the
floods before alluded to in Scotland. The waters appear also to
have been impeded by an artificial dike, by whic‘h t'hey were sepa-
rated into two parts, a short distance above Tivoli. Theg,: !aroke
through this dike; and, leaving the left trench dry, precipitated
themselves, with their whole weight, on the right side. Her.e they
undermined, in the course of a few hours, a high cliff, and widened
the river’s channel about fifteen paces. On this height stood the
church of St. Lucia, and about thirty-six houses of the town of
Tivoli, which were all carried away, presenting as they sank into
the roaring flood, a terrific scene of destruction to the spectators
on the opposite bank. As the foundations were gradually removed,
each building, some of them edifices of considerable height, was first
traversed with numerous rents, which soon widened into large
fissures, until at length the roofs fell in with a crash, and then
the walls sunk into the river, and were hurled down the cataract
below.*

The destroying agency of the flood came within two hundred yards
of the precipice on which the beautiful temple of Vesta stands; but
fortunately this precious relic of antiquity was spared, while the wreck
of modern structures was hurled down the abyss. Vesta, it will be
remembered, in the heathen mythology, personified the stability of the
earth; and when the Samian astronomer, Aristarchus, first taught that
the earth revolved on its axis, and round the sun, he was publicly
accused of impiety, “for moving the everlasting Vesta from her place.”
Playfair observed, that when Hutton ascribed instability to the earth’s
surface, and represented the continents which we inhabit as the
theatre of incessant change and movement, his antagonists, who re-
garded them as unalterable, assailed him in a similar manner with
accusations founded on religious prejudices.t We might appeal to
the excavating power of the Anio as corroborative of one of the most
controverted parts of the Huttonian theory ; and if the days of omens
had not gone by, the geologists who now worship Vesta might regard
the late catastrophe as portentous. We may, at least, recommend the
modern votaries of the goddess to lose no time in making a pilgrimage
to her shrine, for the next flood may not respect the temple.

Excavation of rocks by running water. — The rapidity with which
even the smallest streams hollow out deep channels in soft and de-
structible soils is remarkably exemplified in volcanic countries, where
the sand and half-consolidated tuffs opposed but a slight resistance to
the torrents which descend the mountain side. After the heavy rains
which followed the eruption of Vesuvius in 1824, the water flowing
from the Atrio del Cavallo cut, in three days, a new chasm through
strata of tuff and ejected volcanic matter, to the depth of twenty-five

feet. I found the old mule-road, in 1828, intersected by this new
ravine,

> When at Tivoli, in 1829, I received  t Ilustr. of Hutt. Theory, §3. p
il:ls t.r,:ccc:nmt from eye-witnesses of the 147.
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