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umberland, as those near Bamborough and Holy Island, and at
Tynemouth Castle, which now overhangs the sea, although formerly
separated from it by a strip of land. At Hartlepool, and several
other parts of the coast of Durham composed of magnesian limestone,
the sea has made considerable inroads.

Coast of Yorkshire. — Almost the whole coast of Yorkshire, from
the mouth of the Tees to that of the Humber, is in a state of gradual
dilapidation. That part of the cliffs which consist of lias, the oolite
series, and chalk, decays slowly. They present abrupt and naked
precipices, often 300 feet in height; and it is only at a few points
that the grassy covering of the sloping talus marks a temporary
relaxation of the erosive action of the sea. The chalk cliffs are worn
into caves and needles in the projecting headland of Flamborough,
where they are decomposed by the salt spray, and slowly crumble
away. But the waste is most rapid between that promontory and
Spurn Point, or the coast of Holderness, as it is called, a tract con-
sisting of beds of clay, gravel, sand, and chalk rubble. The irregular
intermixture of the argillaceous beds causes many springs to be
thrown out, and this facilitates the undermining process, the waves
beating against them, and a strong current setting chiefly from the
north. The wasteful action is very conspicuous at Dimlington
Height, the loftiest point in Holderness, where the beacon stands
on a cliff 146 feet above high water, the whole being composed of
clay, with pebbles scattered through it.*

In the old maps of Yorkshire, we find spots, now sand-banks in
the sea, marked as the ancient sites of the towns and villages of
Auburn, Hartburn, and Hyde. ¢ Of Hyde,” says Pennant, “only
the tradition is left; and near the village of Hornsea, a street called
Hornsea Beck has long since been swallowed.”t Owthorne and its
church have also been in great part destroyed, and the village of
Kilnsea; but these places are now removed farther inland. The
annual rate of encroachment at Owthorne for several years preceding
1830, is stated to have averaged about four yards.f Not unreasonable
fears are entertained that at some future time the Spurn Point will
become an island, and that the ocean, entering into the estuary of
the Humber, will cause great devastation.§ Pennant, after speaking
of the silting up of some ancient ports in that estuary, observes,
“ But, in return, the sea has made most ample reprisals; the site,
and even the very names of several places, once towns of note upon
the Humber, are now only recorded in history ; and Ravensper was
at one time a rival to Hull (Madox, Ant. Exch. i. 422.), and a port
80 very considerable in 1332, that Edward Baliol and the confederated
English Barons sailed from hence to invade Scotland ; and Henry IV.,
n 1399, made choice of this port to land at, to effect the deposal of
Richard IL. ; yet the whole of this has long since been devoured by

* Phillips's Geology of Yorkshire, 1 For this information I am indebted
P. 61, to Mr. Phillips of York.
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