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from previous observations, to be somewhat less than one yard
annually. The distance between the house and the sea was fifty
yards ; but no allowance was made f01: the slope of the ground being
from the sea, in consequence of which, the waste was naturally
accelerated every year, as the cliff grew lower, there being at each
succeeding period less matter to remove when portions of equal area
fell down. Between the years 1824 and 1829, no less than seventeen
yards were swept away, and only a small garden was then left between
the building and the sea. There was, in 1829, a depth of twenty
feet (sufficient to float a frigate) at one point in the harbour of that
port, where, only forty-eight years before, there stood a cliff fifty feet
high, with houses upon it! If once in half a century an equal
amount of change were produced suddenly by the momentary shock
of an earthquake, history would be filled with records of such won-
derful revolutions of the earth’s surface; but, if the conversion of
high land into deep sea be gradual, it excites only local attention.
The flag-staff of the Preventive Service station, on the south side of
this harbour, was thrice removed inland between the years 1814 and
1829, in consequence of the advance of the sea.

Farther to the south we find cliffs, composed, like those of Hol-
derness before mentioned, of alternating strata of blue clay, gravel,
loam, and fine sand. Although they sometimes exceed 300 feet in
height, the havoc made on the coast is most formidable. The whole
site of ancient Cromer now forms part of the German Ocean, the in-
habitants having gradually retreated inland to their present situation,
from whence the sea still threatens to dislodge them. In the winter of
1823, a fallen mass was precipitated from near the lighthouse, which
covered twelve acres, extending far into the sea, the cliffs being
250 feet in height.* The undermining by springs has sometimes
caused large portions of the upper part of the cliffs, with houses still
standing upon them, to give way, so that it is impossible, by erecting
breakwaters at the base of the cliffs, permanently to ward off the
danger.

On the same coast, says Mr. R. C. Taylor, the ancient villages of
Shipden, Wimpwell, and Eccles have disappeared; several manors
and large portions of neighbouring parishes having, piece after piece,
’peen swallowed up; nor has there been any intermission, from time
Immemorial, in the ravages of the sea along a line of coast twenty
miles in length, in which these places stood.t Of Eccles, however,
8@ monument still remains in the ruined tower of the old church,
Which is half buried in the dunes of sand within a few paces (60 ?) of
?a;seesalbefm:h (ﬁg(i 20:)« So early as 1605 the inhabitants petitioned
e ;;,1 or a reduction of taxes, as 300 acres of land, and all their

» save fourteen, had then been destroyed by the sea. Not one
bﬂf‘r:lh:;:ngunmber of acrc;i; now remains in the Parish, n,n(]: hills of
in 1605 ow occupy the site of th{? houses which were still extant
- When I visited the spot in 1839, the sea was fast en-

* Taylor's Geology of East Norfolk, p. 32. 1 Ibid,
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