http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1850-Lyell-PrinciplessREADME.htm

Cm. XXIV.] VOLCANOS OF THE PHLEGRZEAN FIELDS. 357

above the bed of the Mediterranean, and has since retained the
greater part of the elevation then acquired. The proofs of these
remarkable changes of level will be considered at length when the
phenomena of the Temple of Serapis are described.*

Volcanos of the Phlegrean Fields. — Immediately adjoining
Monte Nuovo is the larger volcanic cone of Monte Barbaro (2, fig. 28.),
the “ Gaurus inanis” of Juvenal — an appellation given to it probably
from its deep circular crater, which is about a mile in diameter.
Large as is this cone, it was probably produced by a single eruption ;
and it does not, perhaps, exceed in magnitude some of the largest of
those formed in Ischia, within the historical era. It is composed
chiefly of indurated tufa like Monte Nuovo, stratified conformably
to its conical surface. This hill was once very celebrated for its
wines, and is still covered with vineyards; but when the vine is not
in leaf it has a sterile appearance, and, late in the year, when seen
from the beautiful Bay of Baiw, it often contrasts so strongly in
verdure with Monte Nuovo, which is always clothed with arbutus,
myrtle, and other wild evergreens, that a stranger might well
imagine the cone of older date to be that thrown up in the sixteenth
century.f

There is nothing, indeed, so calculated to instruct the geologist as
the striking manner in which the recent voleanic hills of Ischia, and
that now under consideration, blend with the surrounding landscape.
Nothing seems wanting or redundant; every part of the picture is
in sueh perfect harmony with the rest, that the whole has the
appearance of having been called into existence by a single effort of
creative power. Yet what other result could we have anticipated
if nature has ever been governed by the same laws? Each new
mountain thrown up—each new tract of land raised or depressed by
earthquakes —should be in perfect accordance with those previously
formed, if the entire configuration of the surface has been due to a
long series of similar disturbances. Were it true that the greater
part of the dry land originated simultaneously in its present state, at
Some era of paroxysmal convulsion, and that additions were after-
wards made slowly and successively during a period of comparative
Tepose; then, indeed, there might be reason to expect a strong line
of demarcation between the signs of ancient and modern changes.
But the very continuity of the plan, and the perfect identity of the
Causes, are to many a source of deception ; since, by producing a
unity of effect, they lead them to exaggerate the energy of the
ageuts} which operated in tbe earlier ages. In the absence of all
Oi:ttfrlcal n?formatmn, t!ley are as unableg to separate the dates of the

gin of different portions of our continents, as the stranger is to

f;?termine, by their physical features alone, the distinct ages of Monte
uovo, Monte Barbaro, Astroni, and the Solfatara.

*

%ﬁe chap. xxx. i Phlegrei, p.69. This remark was no
who amilton (writing in 1770) says, longer applicable when I saw it, in
a v CW mountain produces as yet but 1828,

Very slender vegetation.” — Campi



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1850-Lyell-Principles/README.htm


