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Cm. XXV.] PAPYRI IN HERCULANEUM. 377

still be sometimes traced. The small bundles of papyri, composed of
five or six rolls tied up together, had sometimes lain horizontally,
and were pressed in that direction, bu.t sometimes they had been
placed in a vertical position. Small tlckets-wer(-a atbached to each
bundle, on which the title of the work was inscribed. In one case
only have the sheets been found with. writing on hot'h sides of the
pages. So numerous are the obliterations and co‘rrectlcfns, that many
must have been original manuscripts. The variety of handwritings
is quite extraordinary : nearly all are written in Greek, but there are
g few in Latin. They were almost all found in a suburban villa in
the library of one private individual; and the titles of four hundred
of those least injured, which have been read, are found to be unim-
portant works, but all entizely new, chiefly relating to musie, rhetoric,
and cookery. There are two volumes of Epicurus ““ On Nature,” and
the others are mostly by writers of the same school, only one fragment
having been discovered, by an opponent of the Epicurean system,
Chrysippus.*

Probability of future discoveries of MSS.—1In the opinion of
some antiquaries, not one hundredth part of the city has yet been
explored: and the quarters hitherto cleared out at a great expense,
are those where there was the least probability of discovering
manuscripts. As Italy could already boast her splendid Roman
amphitheatres and Greek temples, it was a matter of secondary
interest to add to their number those in the dark and dripping
galleries of Herculaneum ; and having so many of the masterpieces
of ancient art, we could have dispensed with the inferior busts and
statues which could alone have been expected to reward our re-
searches in the ruins ‘of a provincial town. But from the moment
that it was ascertained that rolls of papyrus preserved in this city
could still be deciphered, every exertion ought to have been steadily
and exclusively directed towards the discovery of other libraries.
Private dwellings should have been searched, before so much labour
and expense were consumed in examining public edifices. A small
portion of that zeal and enlightened spirit which prompted the late
French and Tuscan expedition to Egypt might long ere this, in a
country nearer home, have snatched from oblivion some of the lost
WO}‘ks of the Augustan age, or of eminent Greek historians and
Philosophers. A single roll of papyrus might have disclosed more

matter of intense interest than all that was ever written in hiero-
8lyphics.t
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