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View from the summit of Etna luto the Val del Bove.*

explosions. A few minutes afterwards another mouth opened below,
from which flames and smoke issued ; and finally a fifth, lower still,
whence a torrent of lava flowed, which spread itself with great velo-
city over the deep and broad valley called “ Val del Bove.” This
stream flowed two miles in the first twenty-four hours, and nearly as
far in the succeeding day and night. The three original mouths at
length united into one large crater, and sent forth lava, as did the
inferior apertures, so that an enormous torrent poured down the “ Val
del Bove,” When it arrived at a vast and almost perpendicular pre-
cipice, at the head of the valley of Calanna, it poured over in a
cascade, and, being hardened in its descent, made an inconceivable
crash as it was dashed aguinst the bottom. So immense was the
column of dust raised by the abrasion of the tufaceous hill over which
the hardened mass descended, that the Catanians were in great alarm,
supposing a new eruption to have burst out in the woody region, ex-
ceeding in violence that near the summit of Etna.

Mode of advance of the lava.— Of the cones thrown up during this
eruption, not more than two are of sufficient magnitude to be num-
bered among those eighty which were before described as adorning
the flanks of Etna. The surface of the lava which deluged the

* This drawing is part of a panoramic the Val del Bove, The small cone, and
sketch which I made from the summit of the crater ncarest the foreground, were

© tone, December 1. 1828, when every among those formed during the erup-
Part of Etna was free from clouds except  tions of 1810 and 1811. 2 ’



