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1783, and lasted for nearly four years, to the end of 1786. Neither
in duration, nor in violence, nor in the extent of territory moved,
was this convulsion remarkable, when contrasted with many experi-
enced in other countries, both during the last and present century ;
nor were the alterations which it occasioned in the relative level of
hill and valley, land and sea, so great as those effected by some sub-
terranean movements in South America, in later times. The im-
portance of the earthquake in question arises from the circumstance,
that Calabria is the only spot hitherto visited, both during and after
the convulsions, by men possessing sufficient leisure, zeal, and scien-
tific information, to enable them to collect and describe with accuracy
the physical facts which throw light on geological questions.
Authorities. — Among the numerous authorities, Vivenzio, physi-
cian to the King of Naples, transmitted to the court a regular state-
ment of his observations during the continuance of the shocks; and
his narrative is drawn up with care and clearness.* Francesco
Antonio Grimaldi, then secretary of war, visited the different pro-
vinces at the king's command, and published a most detailed descrip-
tion of the permanent changes in the surface.f He measured the
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length, breadth, and depth of the different fissures and gulphs which
opened, and ascertained their number in many provinces. His com-

* Istoria de’ Tremuoti della Calabria + Descriz. de' Tremuoti Accad. nelle
del 1783, Calabria nel 1783. Napoli, 1784,



