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Not far from Soriano, which was levelled to the ground by the
great shock of February, a small valley, containing a beautify] olive-
grove, called Fra Ramondo, underwent a most extraordinary reyo-
lution. Innumerable fissures first traversed the river-plain in g1
directions, and absorbed the water until the argillaceous substratum
became soaked, so that a great part of it was reduced to g state of
fluid paste. Strange alterations in the outlire of the ground were
the consequence, as the soil to a great depth was easily moulded into
any form. In addition to this change, the ruins of the neighbouring
hills were precipitated into the hollow ; and while many olives were
uprooted, others remained growing on the fallen masses, and inclined
at vavious angles (see fig. 65.). The small river Caridi was entirely

concealed for many days; and when at length it reappeared, it had
shaped for itself an entirely new channel.

Changes of the surface at Fra Ramondo, near Soriano, {n Calabria.

1, Portion of a hill covered with olives thrown down.
2, New bed of the river Caridl. 3, Town of Sorianao,

Buildings transported entire to great distances. — Near Seminara
an extensive olive-ground and orchard were hurled to a distance of
two hundred feet, into a valley sixty feet in depth. At the same
time a deep chasm was riven in another part of the high platform
from which the orchard had been detached, and the river immediately
entered the fissure, leaving its former bed completely dry. A small
inhabited house, standing on the mass of earth carried down into the
valley, went along with it entire, and without injury to the inha-
bitants. The olive-trees, also, continued to grow on the land which
lind slid into the valley, and bore the same year an abundant crop
of lruit.

Two tracts of land on which a great part of the town of Polistena
$tood, consisting of some hundreds of houses, were detached into a
tontiguous ravine, and nearly across it, about half a mile from their



