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554 CONVERSION OF THE ORANG-OUTANG [Cm XXXIV,

to support them in an erect attitude, till at last .these animals could
no longer go on all-fours without much incon\-'em:ence.

The Angola orang (Simia troglodytes, Linn.) is the most perfect
of animals ; much more so than the Indian orang (Semia Satyrus),
which has been called the orang-outang, although both are wvery
inferior to man in corporeal powers and intelligeuce'. tl‘hese animals
frequently hold themselves upright ; but their organization -has not yet
been sufficiently modified to sustain them habitually in this attitude,
so that the standing posture is very uneasy to them. When the
Indian orang is compelled to take flight from pressing danger, he
immediately falls down upon all-fours, showing clearly that this‘was
the original position of the animal. Even in man, whose organiza-
tion, in the course of a long series of generations, has advanced so
much farther, the upright posture is fatiguing, and can be supported
only for a limited time, and by aid of the contraction of muny
muscles. If the vertebral column formed the axis of the human
body, and supported the head and all the other parts in equilibrium,
then might the upright position be a state of repose: but, as the
human head does not articulate in the centre of gravity, as the chest,
belly, and other parts press almost entirely forward with their whole
weight, and as the vertebral column reposes upon an oblique base,
a watchful activity is required to prevent the body from falling.
Children which have large heads and prominent bellies can hardly
walk at the end even of two years; and their frequent tumbles
indicate the natural tendency in man to resume the quadrupedal
state,

.Now, when so much progress had been made by the quadrumanous
animals before mentioned, that they could hold themselves habitually
n an erect attitude, and were accustomed to a wide range of vision,
and ceased to use their jaws for fighting and tearing, or for clipping
herbs for food, their snout became gradually shorter, their incisor
teeth became vertical, and the facial angle grew more open.

Among other ideas which the natural tendency to perfection en-
gendered, .t-he desire of ruling suggested itself, and this race succeeded
at length in getting the better of the other animals, and made them-
selves masters of all those spots on the surface of the globe which
best suited thfam. They drove out the animals which approached
Esilég:ito;hf;nd.m orgar}ization and intelligtlance, a‘nd _which were iI.J a
iheti b tis ;:f}?uute }Vlth them the good thmg.s of this world, forcm'g
multiplication wasgetin ];ieserts, woods, and \\:lldEI‘HGSSBS, where their
faculties retarded ; ; l13(?1 Sl the PSR SRe dev!elop TSR ot Shelk
Xeelf i every. db. while, in the_mem} time, the dominant race spread

y direction, and lived in large companies, where new

wants were successively created, exciting them to industry, and
gradually perfecting their means and faculties.

In the supremacy and increased intelli
Tace, we see an illustration of
world to grow more
advance of others,

gence acquired by the ruling
the natural tendency of the organic
perfect; and, in their influence in repressing the
an example of one of those disturbing causes before
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