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may be explicable only on a like Supposition. The amble, for
example, a pace to which the domestic races in some parts of Spanish
America are exclusively trained, has, in the course of several enera
tions, become hereditary, and is assumed by all the young colts' before
they are broken in.*

It seems, also, reasnable to conclude, that the power bestowed on
the horse, the dog, the ox, the sheep, the cat, and many species of
domestic fowls, of supporting almost every climate, was given ex

pressly to enable them to follow man throughout all parts of the

globe, in order that we might obtain their services, and they our

protection. If it be objected that the elephant which, by the union
of strength, intelligence, and docility, can render the greatest services
to mankind, is incapable of living in any but the warmest latitudes,
we may observe that the quantity of vegetable food required by this

quadruped would render its maintenance in the temperate zones too

costly, and in the arctic impossible.
Among the changes superinduced by man, none appear, at first

sight, more remarkable than the perfect tameness of certain domestic
races. It. is well known that, at however early an age we obtain

possession of the young of many unreclairned races, they will retain,

throughout life, a considerable timidity and apprehensiveness of

danger; whereas, after one or two generations, the descendants of
the same stock will habitually place the most implicit confidence in
man. There is good reason, however, to suspect that such changes
are not without analogy in a state of nature; or, to speak more

correctly, in situations where man has not interfered.
We learn from Mr. Darwin, that in the Galapagos archipelago,

placed directly under the equator, and nearly 600 miles west of

the American continent, all the terrestrial birds, as the finches,

doves, hawks, and others, are so tame, that they may be killed with
a switch. One day, says this author, "a mocking-bird alighted on

the edge of a pitcher which I held in my hand, and began quietly to

sip the water, and allowed me to lift it with the vessel from the

ground." Yet formerly, when the first Europeans landed, and found

no inhabitants in these islands, the birds were even tamer than now:

already they are beginning to acquire. that salutary dread of man

which in countries long settled is natural even to young birds,

which have never received any injury. So in the Falkland Islands,

both the birds and foxes are entirely without fear of man ; whereas,

in the adjoining mainland of South America, many of the same

Species of birds are extremely wild; for there they have for ages
been persecuted by the natives.

Dr. Richardson informs us, in his able history of the habits of the

North American animals, that, "in the retired parts of the mountains,

where the hunters had seldom penetrated, there is no difficulty in

approaching the Rocky Mountain sheep, which there exhibit the

Simplicity of character so remarkable in the domestic species; but

* Durenu de la Malle, Ann. des Sci. t Darwin's Journ. in Voyage of
Nat., torn. xxi. p. 58. IL i'i. S. Beagle, p. 475.
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