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594 DISTINCT BOTANICAL REGIONS. [Cm. XXXVIII

Pacific Ocean, under the equator, about 600 miles westward of the
coast of South America. As they are all formed f’f volcanic rocks,
many of the craters, of which there are about 2000 in number, having
a very fresh aspect, we may regard‘ ’Eh? whole as much more modern
in origin than the mass of the adjoining continent ; yet neither has
the Flora or Fauna been derived from South America, but con-
sists of species, for the most part, indigenous, yet stamped with a cha-
racter decidedly South American.

What is still more singular, there is a difference between the
species inhabiting the different islands. Of ﬂowering,: plants, for
example, there are 185 species at present kum:m, and forty crypto-
gamic, making together 225. One hundrefl of the former class are
new species, probably confined to this archipelago; and of the rest,
ten at least have been introduced by man. Of twenty-one species of
Composite, all but one are peculiar, and they belong to twelve genera,
no less than ten of which genera are confined to the Galapagos. Dr.
Hooker observes, that the type of this Flora has an undoubted
relation to that of the western side of South America, and he
detects in it no affinity with that of the numerous islands scattered
over other parts of the Pacific. So in regard to the birds, reptiles,
land-shells, and insects, this archipelago, standing as it does in the
Pacific Ocean, is zoologically part of America. Althongh each small
island is not more than fifty or sixty miles apart, and most of them
are in sight of each other, formed of precisely the same rocks, rising
nearly to an equal height, and placed under a similar climate, they
are tenanted each by a different set of beings, the tortoises, mocking-
thrushes, finches, beetles, scarcely any of them ever ranging over
the whole, and often not even common to any two of the islands.

“The archipelago,” says Mr. Darwin, % is a little world within
itself, or rather a satellite attached to America ; whence it has derived
2 few stray colonists, and has received the general character of its
indigenous productions, One is astonished,” he adds “at the
amount of creative force displayed on so many small, barren, and
rocky islands, and still more so, at its diverse, yet analogous action
on points so near each other. I have said that the Galapagos
archipelago might be called a satellite attached to America, but it
should rather be called a group of satellites physically similar, organ-
_10&115’ distinet, yet intimately related to each other, and all related
in a marked, though much lesser degree, to the great American
continent.”*

Number of botanical provinces.—De Candolle has enumerated
twenty great botanical provinces inhabited by indigenous or aboriginal
pla?ts; and although many of these contain a variety of species
which are common to several others, and sometimes to places very
remote, yet the lines of demarcation are, upon the whole, astonish-
ingly well defined.t Nor is it likely that the bearing of the evidence

* Voyage of the Beagle, 2d edition, twenty-seven provinces are made, by M.

1845, p. 377 ! _ . e
g . : 4 v Alph. De Candolle, son of De Candolle.
1 See a farther subdivision, by which Mt?nogr. des Campanulées. Paris, 1830.
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