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Ca. XXXIX.] QUADRUPEDS IN ISLANDS. 612

Quac‘lmpeds fn Island:s'. — Islands remote from continents, especially
those of small size, are either destitute of quadrupeds, except such as
have been conveyed to them by man, or contain species peculiar to
them. In the Galapagos archipelago no indigenous quadrupeds were
found except one mouse, which is supposed to be distinet from any
hitherto found elsewhere. A peculiar species of fox is indigenous in
the Falkland Islands, and a rat in New Zealand, which last countr A
notwithstanding its magnitude, is destitute of other mammalia, except
bats, and these, says Dr. Prichard, may have made their way along
the chain of islands which extend from the shores of New Guinea far
into the Southern Pacific. The same author remarks, that among
the various groups of fertile islands in the Pacific, no quadrupeds
have been met with except the rat and a few bats as above mentioned,
and the dog and hog, which appear to have been conveyed thither
by the natives from New Guinea. “Rats are to be found even on
some desert islands, whither they may have been conveyed by canoes
which have occasionally approached the shore. It is known, also,
that rats occasionally swim in large numbers to considerable dis-
tances.” ¥

Geographical range of the Cetacea.— 1t is natural to suppose that
the geographical range of the different species of Cetacea should be
less correctly ascertained than that of the terrestrial mammifers. Tt
is, however, well known that the whales which are obtained by our
fishers in the South Seas are distinct from those of the North; and
the same dissimilarity has been found in all the other marine animals
of the same class, so far as they have yet been studied by naturalists.

Dispersion of quadrupeds. —Let us now inquire what facilities
the various land quadrupeds enjoy of spreading themselves over the
surface of the earth. In the first place, as their numbers multiply,
all of them, whether they feed on plants, or prey on other animals,
are disposed to scatter themselves gradually over as wide an area as
is accessible to them. But before they have extended their migra-
tions over a large space, they are usually arrested either by the sea,
or a zone of uncongenial climate, or some lofty and unbroken chain
of mountains, or a tract already occupied by a hostile and more
powerful species. L

Their powers Of S'Zf.’ii')l-?)!iﬂgn——Ri\’el's and narrow friths C&I‘f seldom
interfere with their progress; for the greater part of them swim w.ell,
and few are without this power when urged by danger and pressiig
want. Thus, amongst beasts of prey, the tiger is scen swimming
about among the islands and creeks in the delta of the Gangcs,.anﬂ
the jaguar traverses with ease the largest streams in South .A:m.erl_ca.:l'
The bear, also, and the bison, cross the current of the B'IISS.ISSIEPL
The popular error, that the common swine cannot escape by swim ming
when thrown into the water, has been contradicted by several curious
and well-authenticated instances during the floods in Sc.otland of 1829,
One pig, only six months old, after having been carried down from

* Prichard, Phys. Hist. of Mankind, + Bufton, vol. v. p. 204.
vol. i. p. 75,
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