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616 MIGRATIONS OF [Cam. XXXIX.

march from the Kolen, through Nordland and Finmark, to the
Western Ocean, which they immediately enter; and_after swimming
about for some time, perish. Other bands take their route through
Swedish Lapland, to the Bothnian Gulf, where‘ they are drowned in
the same manner. They are followed in their journeys by bears,
wolves, and foxes, which prey upon them incessantly. They gene-
rally move in lines, which are about three feet from' each other, and
exactly parallel, going directly forward through rivers and lakes;
and when they meet with stacks of hay or corn, gnawing their way
through them instead of passing round.* These excursions usually
precede a rigorous winter, of which the leemings seem in some way
forewarned.

Vast troops of the wild ass, or onager of the ancients, which
inhabit the mountainous deserts of Great Tartary, feed, during the
summer, in the tracts east and north of Lake Aral. In the autumn
they collect in herds of hundreds, and even thousands, and direct
their course towards the north of India, and often to Persia, to enjoy
a warm retreat during winter.} Bands of two or three hundred
quaggas, a species of wild ass, are sometimes seen to migrate from
the tropical plains of southern Africa to the vicinity of the Malale-
veen River. During their migrations they are followed by lions, who
slaughter them night by night.}

The migratory swarms of the springbok, or Cape antelope, afford
another illustration of the rapidity with which a species under certain
circumstances may be diffused over a continent. When the stagnant

pools of the immense deserts south of the Orange River dry up,
which often happens after intervals of three or four years, myriads
of these animals desert the parched soil, and pour down like a deluge
on the cultivated regions near the Cape. The havoc committed by
them resembles that of the African locusts ; and so crowded are the
herds, that “the lion has been seen to walk in the midst of the com-
pressed phalanx with only as much room between him and his victims

as the fears of those immediately around could procure by pressing
outwards,”

. Dr. Horsfield mentions a sin
distribution of the Mydaus me

the polecat and badger. It inh
to those mountaing which h

gular fact in regard to the geographical
liceps, an animal intermediate between
abits Java, and is ¢ confined exclusively
ave an elevation of more than seven
thousand feet above the leye] of the ocean; on these it occurs with
the same regt{lal-ity as many plants, The long-extended surface of
Java, abounding with conical points which exceed this elevation,
affords ‘many places favourable for its resort. On ascending these
mounfams, the traveller scarcely fails to meet with this animal, which,
from its peculiarities, is universally known to the inhabitants of these
elevated tracts, while to those of the plains it is as strange as an
* Phil, Trans,, vol. ii. p 872, _r 4

Wl:)ot(]l]: Eﬂghg;“_l’h)', vol. i, p-11. ‘01§- lCIl)n"lmsl;s Animal Kingdom by Grif-

Library of Ent tnt}’ of Mr. (,ampb:_zll. fiths, vol. ii. p. 109. Library of Eutert.
ert. Kunow, Menageries, Know., Menageries, vol. i. p. 366.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1850-Lyell-Principles/README.htm


