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620 MIGRATIONS OF THE CETACEA. [Cr: XXX,

bay of an island, into which its plants and animals may be poured out
as from an ark, and thus a colony of several hundred new species may
at once be naturalized.

The reader should be reminded, that I merely advert to the
transportation of these rafts as of extremely rare and accidental
occurrence ; but it may account, in tropical countries, for some of the
rare exceptions to the general law of the confined range of mammi-
ferous species.

Migrations of the Cetacea. — Many of the Cetacea, the whales of
the northern seas for example, are found to desert one tract of the
sea, and to visit another very distant, when they are urged by want
of food, or danger. The seuls also retire from the coast of Greenland
in July, return again in September, and depart again in March, to
return in June. They proceed in great droves northwards, directing
their course where the sea is most free from ice, and are observed to
be extremely fat when they set out on this expedition, and very lean
when they come home again.*

Species of the Mediterranean,*Black Sea, and Caspian identical.
— Some naturalists have wondered that the sea-calves, dolphins, and
other marine mammalia of the Mediterranean and Black Sea, should
be identical with those found in the Caspian: and among other
fanciful theories, they have suggested that they may dive through

subterranean conduits, and thus pass from one sea into the other.
But as the occurrence of wolves and other noxious animals, on both
sides of the British Channel, was adduced, by Verstegan and Des-
marest, as one of many arguments to prove that England and France
were once united ; so the correspondence of the aquatic species of the
inland seas of Asia with those of the Black Sea tends to confirm the

hypothesis, for which there are abundance of independent geological
data, that those seas were connected tog

: ether by straits at no remote
period of the earth’s history.

Geographical Distribution and Migrations of Birds.

I shall now offer a few observations on some of the other divisions
of the animal kingdom. Birds, notwithstanding their great loco-
motive powers, form no exception to the general rules already laid
down; but, in this class, as in plants and terrestrial quadrupeds, dif-
ferent groups of species are circumscribed within definite limits. We
ﬁnfis for e'xamp]e, one assemblage in the Brazils, another in the same
latitudes in Central Africa, another in India, and a fourth in New
Holland. Of tfventy-six different species of land birds found in the
Galapagos arcliipelago, all, with the exception of one, are distinct from

;h;}_ae llnh-n:) 1ing other parts of the globe f; and in other archipelagos
ingle island sometimes containg g species found in no other spot on
the whole earth; as is

: _ exemplified in some of the parrot tribes.
In this extensive family, which are, with few exceptions, inhabitants

* Krantz, vol. i, p. 129., cit db -
smith, Nat, Hist., 7131, ii. I" 1220 y Gold- t Darwin's Journal, &c., p. 461.
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