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the large anthropomorphous species are now limited to one island
within the tropics. In such a situation, the new-born race might have
lived in security, though far more helpless than the New Holland
savages, and might have found abundance of vggetable food. Colonies
may afterwards have been sent forth from this mother country, and
then the peopling of the earth may have proceeded according to the
hypothesis before alluded to.

To form a probable conjecture respecting the country from whence
the early civilization of India was derived, has been found almost
as difficult as to determine the original birth-place of the human race.
That the dawn of oriental civilization did not arise within the limits
of the tropics, is the conclusion to which Baron William von ITum-
boldt has come after much patient research into *the diversities of
the structure of language and their influence on the mental develop-
ment of the human race.” According to him the ancient Zend
country from whence the spread of knowledge and the arts has been
traced in a south-easterly direction, lay to the north-west of the upper
Indus.*

As to the time of the first appearance of man upon the earth, if we
are to judge from the discordance of opinion amongst celebrated
chronologers, not even a rude approximation has yet been made
towards determining a point of so much interest. The problem
seems hitherto to have baffled the curiosity of the antiquary, if pos-

sible, more completely than the settling on a geographical site for the
original habitation of the ancestors of the human race. The Che-
valier Bunsen, in his elaborate and philosophical work on Ancient
Egyptt, has satisfied not a few of the learned, by an appeal to mo-
numental inscriptions still extant, that the successive dynasties of
kings may be traced back without a break, to Menes, and that the
date of his reign would correspond with the year 3640 B.c. He
supposes at the same time, what is most reasonable, that the Egyptian
peolale. must ham.a existed for a long period (probal,ﬂy at least for five
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