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Cr. XL.] DIFFUSION OF MAN.

639
requis.ite intelligence for returning to their own country. Thus
Captain Cook found on the island of Wateoo three inhabitants of
Otaheite, who had been drifted thither in g canoe, although the
distance betw.een the two isles is 550 miles. In 1696, two canoes,
containing .tlurty persons, who had left Ancorso, were thrown by
contrary winds and storms on the island of Samar, one of the Philip-
pines, at a distance of 800 miles. In 1721, two canoes, one of which
contained twenty-four, and the other six persons, men, women, and
children, were drifted from an island called Farroilep to the island of
Guaham, one of the Marians, a distance of 200 miles.*

Kotzebue, when investigating the Coral Isles of Radack, at the
eastern extremity of the Caroline Isles, became acquainted with a
person of the name of Kadu, who was a native of Ulea, an isle 1500
miles distant, from which he had been drifted with a party. Kadu
and three of his countrymen one day left Ulea in a sailing boat, when
a violent storm arose, and drove them out of their course: they
drifted about the open sea for eight months, according to their
reckoning by the moon, making a knot on a cord at every new moon.
Being expert fishermen, they subsisted entirely on the produce of
the sea ; and when the rain fell, laid in as much fresh water as they
had vessels to contain it. *Kadu,” says I otzebue, “who was the
best diver, frequently went down to the bottom of the sea, where it
is well known that the water is not so salt, with a cocoa-nut shell,
with only a small opening.”f When these unfortunate men reached
the isles of Radack, every hope and almost every feeling had died
within them ; their sail had long been destroyed, their canoe had
long been the sport of winds and waves, and they were picked up by
the inhabitants of Aur in a state of insensibility; but by the hos-
pitable care of those islanders they soon recovered, and were restored
to perfect health.} _

Captain Beechey, in his late voyage to the Pacific, fell in with
some natives of the Coral Islands, who had in a similar manner been
carried to a great distance from their native country. They had
embarked, to the number of 150 souls, in three double canoes, from
Anaa, or Chain Island, situated about three hundred miles to Fhe
eastward of Otaheite. They were overtaken by the monsoon, which
dispersed the canoes; and after driving them uhout‘the ocean, left
them becalmed, so that a great number of persons perished. . Two of
the canoes were never heard of ; but the other was drifted from one

uninhabited island to another, at cach of which the voyagers ol:.)tamed
and at length, after having wandered for a distance

a few provisions ; :
liome in the

of 600 miles, they were found and carried to their
Blossom. §

* Malte-Brun’s Geography, vol. iii.
p- 419. )

1 Chamisso states that the water which
they brought up was cooler, and their
opinivn, less salt. It is diflicult to con-
ceive its being fresher near the bottom,

except where submarine springs may

happen to rise.
1 Kotzebue's Voyage, _1815—1818.
Quarterly Review, vol. xxvi. p. 361.
¢ Narrative of a Voyage to the
Pacific, &c., in the years 1825, 1826,
1827, 1828, p. 170.
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