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CHAPTER XLL
THEORIES RESPECTING THE ORIGINAL INTRODUCTION OF SPECIES.

Proposal of an hypothesis on this subject — Supposed centres or foci of creation —
Why distinct provinces of animals and plants l'u:n'e not bf:come‘more blended t.ogcther
— Brocchi’s speculations on the loss of species— Stations of plajlts and a111n1f1]s—
Causes on which they depend — Stations of plants how nﬂcmc‘d by animals
— Equilibriom in the number of species how preserved — Peculiar efficacy of
insects in this task — Rapidity with which certain insects multiply or decrease in
numbers — Effect of omnivorous animals in preserving the equilibrium of species
— Reciprocal influence of aquatic and terrestrial species on each other.

Theory of Linneus. — It would be superfluous to examine the
various attempts which were made to explain the phenomena of the
distribution of species alluded to in the preceding chapters, in the
infancy of the sciences of botany, zoology, and physical geography.
The theories or rather conjectures then indulged now stand refuted
by a simple statement of facts; and if Linnzeus were living he would
be the first to renounce the notions which he promulgated. For he
imagined the habitable world to have been for a certain time limited
to one small tract, the only portion of the earth’s surface that was as
yet laid bare by the subsidence of the primaval ocean. In this
fertile spot he supposed the originals of all the species of plants which
exist on this globe to have been congregated together with the first
ancestors of all animals and of the human race. ¢ In qui commodé
habitaverint animalia omnia, et vegetabilia let® germinaverint.” In
order to accommodate the various habitudes of so many creatures,
and to provide a diversity of climate suited to their several natures,
the tract in which the creation took place was supposed to have been
situated in some warm region of the earth, but to have contained a
lofty mountain range, on the heights and in the declivities of which
were to be found all temperatures and every climate, from that of the
torrid to that of the frozen zone.*
i Tht_l»t there never was a universal ocean since the planet was
lnhnb}ted, or, rather, since the oldest groups of strata yet known to
contain organic remains were formed, is proved by the presence of
terrestrial plants in all the older formations ; and if this conclusion
was not es?ablished, yet no geologist could deny that, since the first
small po.rtlon of the earth was laid dry, there have been many entire
changes in the species of plants and animals inhabiting the land.

];)'Ut’ without dwelling on the above and other refuted theories, let
us inquire whether some hypothesis cannot be substituted as simple
a8 that of Linn®us, to which the phenomena now ascertained in
regard to the distribution both of aquatic and terrestrial species may
be referred. The following may, perhaps, be reconcileable with

* Do terrd habitabil

. 1 incremento ; hese ifferent
Prichard, Phys. Hist mento; also p. 17., where the hypotheses of differc

of Mankind, vol.i. naturalists are enumerated.
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