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slight and almost imperceptible augmentation of each of these speciesof bird and reptile. In the other instance, where one animal preyson others of almost every class, as, for example, where our Englishbuzzards devour not only small quadrupeds, as rabbits and field-mice,
but also birds, frogs, lizards, and insects, the profusion of any one of
these last may cause all such general feeders to subsist more exclu
sively upon the species thus in excess, by which means the balance
may be restored.

Agency qf oninivorous aninzais.-The number of species which are
nearly omnivorous is considerable; and although every animal has
perhaps, a predilection for some one description of food rather than
another, yet some are not even confined to one of the great kingdoms
of the organic world. Thus, when the racoon of the West Indies can
procure neither fowls, fish, snails, nor insects, it will attack the
sugar-canes, and devour various kinds of grain. The civets, when
animal food is scarce, maintain themselves on fruits and roots.
Numerous birds, which feed indiscriminately on insects and plants,

are perhaps more instrumental than any other of the terrestrial
tribes in preserving a constant equilibrium between the relative
numbers of different classes of animals and vegetables. If the insects
become very numerous and devour the plants, these birds will im

mediately derive a larger portion of their subsistence from insects,

just as the Arabians, Syrians, and ilottentots feed on locusts, when
the locusts devour their crops.

Reciprocal influence of aquatic and terrestrial species.- The

intimate relation of the inhabitants of time water to those of the land,

and the influence exerted by each on the relative number of species,
must not be overlooked amongst the complicated causes which de

termine the existence of animals and plants in certain regions. A

large portion of the amphibious quadrupeds and reptiles prey partly
on aquatic plants and animals, and in part on terrestrial; arid a

deficiency of one kind of prey causes them to have immediate

recourse to time other. The voracity of certain insects, as the

dragon-fly, for example, is confined to the water during one stage of

their transformations, and in their perfect state to the air. Innume

rable water-birds, both of rivers and seas, derive in like manner their

food indifferently from either element ; so that the abundance or

scarcity of prey in one induces them either to forsake or more con

stantly to haunt the other. Thus an intimate connexion between

the state of the animate creation in a lake or river, and in the

adjoinin- dry land, is maintained; or between a continent~ with its

I4~ocean. It is well known that many birds
a~.s an'd, rivers, and the

migrate during stormy seasons, from the sea-shore into the interior,

in search o1 for)(I; while others, on the contrary, urged by like wants,

forsake their inland haunts, and live on substances rejected by time

tide.
The migration of fish into rivers during the spawning season,

Supplies another link of time same kind. Suppose the salmon to be

reduced h numbers by some marine foes, as by seals and grampuses,
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