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" Every one is aware that these animals are now established

throughout the American continent, from Canada to the Straits of

Magellan.
The ass has thriven very generally in the New World; and we

learn from Ulloa, that in Quito they ran wild, and multiplied in

amazing numbers, so as to become a nuisance. They grazed together
in herds, and when attacked defended themselves with their mouths.

If a horse happened to stray into the places where they fed, they all

fell upon him, and did not cease biting and kicking till they left him
dead.*
The first hogs were carried to America by Columbus, and esta

blished in the island of St. Domingo the year following its discovery,
in November, 1493. In succeeding years they were introduced into
other places where the Spaniards settled; and, in the space of half a

century, they were found established in the New World, from the

latitude of 25° north, to the 40th degree of south latitude. Sheep,
also, and goats have multiplied enormously in the New World, as
have also the cat and the rat; which last, as before stated, has been

imported unintentionally in ships. The dogs introduced by man which

have at different periods becolne wild in America, hunted in packs,
like the wolf and the jackal, destroying not only hogs, but the calves

and foals of the wild cattle and horses.
Ulloa in his voyage, and Buff-on on the authority of old writers,

relate a fact which illustrates very clearly the principle before ex

plained, of the check which the increase of one animal necessarily
offers to that of another. The Spaniards had introduced goats into

the island of Juan Fernandez, where they became so prolific as to

furnish the pirates who infested those seas with provisions. In order

to cut off this resource from the buccaneers, a number of dogs were

turned loose into the island; and so numerous did they become in

their turn, that they destroyed the goats in every accessible part, after

which the number of the wild dogs again decreased.t
Increase of rein-deer imported into Iceland. - As an example of

the rapidity with which a large tract may become peopled by the

offspring of a single pair of quadrupeds, it may be mentioned that in

the year 1773 thirteen rein-deer were exported from Norway, only
three of which reached Iceland. These were turned loose into the

mountains of Guldbringè Syssel, where they multiplied so greatly, in

the course of forty years, that it was not uncommon to meet with

herds, consisting of from forty to one hundred, in various districts.

The rein-deer, observes a modern writer, is in Lapland a loser by
his connexion with man, but Iceland will be this creature's paradise.
There is, in the interior, a tract which Sir G. Mackenzie computes
at not less than forty thousand square miles, without a single human

habitation, and almost entirely unknown to the natives themselves.

There are no wolves; the Icelanders will keep out the bears; and the

flloas Voyage. Wood's Zoog. j Bulfon, vol. v. p. 100. Ulloa's
vol. j. P. 9. Vovuge, vol. ii. p" 220.
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