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creation in the western hemisphere. Thousands of aquatic species
would pass, for the first time, from the Caribbean Sea into the Pacific;
and thousands of others, before peculiar to the Pacific Ocean, would
make their way into the Caribbean Sea, the Gulf of Mexico, and the
Atlantic. A considerable modification would probably be occasioned
by the same event in the direction or volume of the Gulf stream, and
thereby the temperature of the sea and the contiguous lands might be
altered as far as the influence of that current extends. A change of
climate might thus be produced in the ocean from Florida to Spitz_
bergen, and in many countries of North America, Europe, and
Greenland. Not merely the heat, but the quantity of rain which
falls, would be altered in certain districts, so that many species would
be excluded from tracts where they before flourished : others would
be reduced in. number ; and some would thrive more and multiply.
The seeds also and the fruits of plants would no longer be drifted in

precisely the same directions, nor the eggs of aquatic animals; neither
would species be any longer impeded in their migrations towards

particular stations before shut out from them by their inability to
cross the mighty current.

Let us take another example from a part of the globe which is at

present liable to suffer by earthquakes, namely, the low sandy tract
which intervenes between the Sea of Azof' and the Caspian. If
there should occur a sinking down to a trifling amount, and such
ravines should be formed as might be produced by a few earthquakes,
not more considerable than have fallen within our limited observation

during the last 150 years, the waters of the Sea of Azof would pour

rapidly into the Caspian, which, according to the measurements lately
made by the Academy of St. Petersburg, is 84 fleet below the level
of the Black Sea. The Sea of Azof would immediately borrow from

the Black Sea, that sea again from the Mediterranean, and the

Mediterranean from the Atlantic, so that an inexhaustible current
would pour down into the low tracts of Asia bordering the Caspian,

by which all the sandy salt steppes adjacent to that sea would be

inundated. An area of several thousand square leagues, now below

the level of the Mediterranean, would be converted from laud into

sea.
The diluvial waters might reach the salt lake of Aral, nor stop

until their eastern shores were bounded by the high land which in

the steppe of the Kirghis connects the Altay with the I-Iirnalaya
Mountains. Saratof, Orenburg, and the low regions of the Oxus and

Jaxartes, would be submerged. A few years, perhaps a few months,

might suffice for the accomplishment of this great revolution in the

geography of the interior of Asia ; and it is impossible for those who

believe in the permanence of the energy with which existing causes

now act, not to anticipate analogous events again and again in the

Course of future ages.
Illustration derived from. the elevation of land.-Let us next

See a note on this subject, chap. x. p. 154.
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