
favour the escape of the former inhabitants to some adjoining pro- 
rince; nothing to  weaken, in the bordering lands, that powerful 
barrier against emigration -pre-occupancy. Nor, even if the exclu- 
sion of a certain group of species from a given tract were compen- 
sated by an extension of their range over a new country, would that 
circumstance tend to the conservation of species in general; for the 
extirpation would me.rely then be trnns ferred t o  the region so invaded. 

for example, that the nboriginul quadrupeds, birds, 
of Africa, emigrated in consequence of the advance 

of drift-sand, and colonized Arabia, the indigenous Arabian species 
must have given way Wore them, and have been reduced in number 
or destroyed. 

Let usnext suppose that, in some central and more elevated parts 
of the great African desert, the upheaving power of subterranean 
movements should be exerted throughout an immense series of ages, 
accompnnied nt certain intervals, by volcanic eruptions, such as gave 
rise at once, in 1755, to a mountain 1600 feet high, on the Mexican 
platmu. When the continued repetition of these events had caused 
a mountain-chain, it is obvious that a complete transformation in 
the state of the climate would be brought about throughout a vast 
area. 
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