
692 INFLUENCE OF MAN [CH. XLV. 

be found on the west side of countries within the tropics, and on the 
east side of those beyond them, the prevailing winds in these cases 
being generally in opposite directions. On this principle, the 
position of forests in North and South America may be explainedm 
Thus, for example, in the region within the thirtieth parallel, the 
moisture swept up by the trade-wind from the Atlantic is pre- 
cipitated in p u t  upon the mountains of Brazil, which are but lows 
and so distributed as to extend far into the interior. The portion 
which remains is borne westward, and, losing a little Ãˆ it proceeds, 
is at length arrested by the Andes, where it falls down in showers 
on their summits. The aerial current, now deprived of all the 
humidity with which it can part, arrives in a state of complete 
exsiccation at Peru, where consequently no rain falls. In the me, 
manner the Ghttuts in Hindostan, a chain only three or four 
thousand feet high, intercept the whole moisture of the atmosphere, 
having copious rains on their windward side, while on the other the 
weather remains clear and dry. The rains in  this case change 
~es'ulariv from the west aide to the east, and vice versa, with 
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monsoons. But in the region of America, beyond the thirtieth 
parallel, the Andes serve as a screen to intercept the moisture 
brought by the prevailing winds from the Pacific Ocean : rains are 
copious on their ~ummits, and in Chili on their 1uesfern declivities ; 
but none frila on the to  the eastward, except occasionally 
when the wind blow0 from the Atlantic/'* 
I have been more particular in explaining these views, because 
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