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698 FORESTS CONVERTED INTO PEAT.  [Cm XLVL

ation, since rivers are well known to float wood into lakes; but the
facts above mentioned show that, in numerous instances, such an
hypothesis is inadmissible. It has, moreover, been observed, that in
Scotland, as also in many parts of the Continent, the largest trees
are found in those peat-mosses which lie in the !.east elevatet.i regions,
and that the trees are proportionally smaller in those whuih lie at
higher levels ; from which fact De Luc and Walker have both mfer'red,
that the trees grew on the spot, for they would naturally attain a
greater size in lower and warmer levels. The leaves, also, and fruits
of each species, are continually found immersed in the moss along
with the parent trees; as, for example, the leaves and acorns of the
oak, the cones and leaves of the fir, and the nuts of the hazel.

Recent origin of some peat-mosses.— In Hatfield moss, in York-
shire, which appears clearly to have been a forest eighteen hundred
years ago, fir-trees have been found ninety feet long, and sold for
masts and keels of ships ; oaks have also been discovered there above
one hundred feet long. The dimensions of an oak from this moss are
given in the Philosophical Transactions, No. 275., which must have
been larger than any tree now existing in the British dominions.

In the same moss of Hatfield, as well as in that of Kincardine, in
Scotland, and several others, Roman roads have been found covered
to the depth of eight feet by peat. All the coins, axes, arms, and
other utensils found in British and French mosses, are also Roman ;
go that a considerable portion of the European peat-bogs are evi-

dently not more ancient than the age of Julius Casar. Nor can any
vestiges of the ancient forests described by that general, along the
line of the great Roman way in Britain, be discovered, except in the
ruined trunks of trees in peat.

De Luc ascertained that the very site of the aboriginal forests of
Hercinia, Semana, Ardennes, and several others, are now occupied
by mosses and fens; and a great part of these changes have, with
much probability, been attributed to the strict orders given by
Seve‘ruS, and other emperors, to destroy all the wood in the conquered
provinces. Several of the British forests, however, which are now
mmosses, were cut at different periods, by order of the English parlia-
ment, because they harboured wolves or outlaws. Thus the Welsh
woods were cut and burnt, in the reign of Edward I.; as were many

of those in Ireland, by Henry IL, to prevent the natives from har-
bouring in them, and barassing his troops.

It is curious to reflect that consi
accidents,

civilizatio
have,

derable tracts have, by these
been permanentl_y sterilized, and that, during a period when
n has been making great progress, large areas in Europe
by human agency, been rendered less capable of administering
to t]ae wants of man. Rennie observes*, with truth, that in those
regions alone which the Roman eagle never reached—in the remote
g::ci?s of the German empire, in Poland and Prussia, and still more
o Oll:]way, Sweden, and_ th.e vast empire of Russia—can we sce

at Kurope was before it yielded to the power of Rome, Desola-

* Essays, &e. p. 74,
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