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tional, but it is now authenticated; a man and horse, in complete
armour, having been found by peat-diggers, in the place where it was
always supposed the affair had happened. The skeleton of each was
well preserved, and the different parts of the armour easily distin
guished."

*

This same moss, on the 16th of December, 1772, having been
filled like a great sponge with water during heavy rains, swelled to
an unusual height above the surrounding country, and then burst.
The turfy covering seemed for a time to act like the skin of a
bladder retaining the fluid within, till it forced a passage for itself,
when a stream of black half-consolidated mud began at first to
creep over the plain, resembling in the rate of its progress, an

ordinary lava-current. No lives were lost, but the deluge totally
overwhelmed some cottages, and covered 400 acres. The highest
parts of the original moss subsided to the depth of about twenty-five
feet; and the height of the moss, on the lowest parts of the country
which it invaded, was at least fifteen feet.

Bursting of a peat-moss in Ireland. - A recent inundation in

Sligo (January, 1831), affords another example of this phenomenon.
After a sudden thaw of snow, the bog between Bloomfield and G-eevah

gave way; and a black deluge, carrying with it the contents of a
hundred acres of bog, took the direction of a small stream, and
rolled on with the violence of a torrent, sweeping along heath,
timber, mud, and stones, and overwhelming many meadows and
arable land. On passing through some boggy land, the flood swept
out a wide and deep ravine, and part of the road leading from
Bloomfield to St. James's Well was completely carried away from
below the foundation for the breadth of 200 yards.
Bones of herbivorous quadrupeds in peat. - The antlers of large

and full-grown stags are amongst the most common and conspicuous
remains of animals in peat. They are not horns which have been
shed; for portions of the skull are found attached, proving that the
whole animal perished. Bones of the ox, hog, horse, sheep, and
other herbivorous animals, also occur. M. Morren has discovered
in the peat of Flanders the bones of otters and beavers t; but no
remains have been met with belonging to those extinct quadrupeds,
of which the living congeners inhabit warmer latitudes, such as the

elephant, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, hyana, and tiger, though these
are so common in superficial deposits of silt, mud, sand, or stalactite,
in various districts throughout Great Britain. Their absence seems
to imply that they had ceased to live before the atmosphere of this

part of the world acquired that cold and humid character which
favours the growth of peat.

Remains of ships, 4c. in peat-mosses. - From the facts before
mentioned, that mosses occasionally burst, and descend in a fluid
state to lower levels, it will readily be seen that lakes and arms of
the sea may occasionally become the receptacles of drift peat. Of
*
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