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gradually raised the whole country skirting the base of the lower hills ;

and that the ancient town, having been originally built in a hollow,

was submerged by floods, and covered over with sediment seventeen

feet in thickness.*

We are informed, by M. Boblaye, that in the Morea, the formation

termed céramique, consisting of pottery, tiles, and bricks, inter

mixed with various works of art, enters so largely into the alluvium

and vegetable soil upon the plains of Greece, and into hard and

crystalline breccias which have been formed at the foot of declivities,

that it constitutes an important stratum which might, in the absence

of zoological characters, serve to mark our epoch in a most in

destructible manner.t

Landslips.-The landslip, by suddenly precipitating large masses

of rock and soil into a valley, overwhelms a multitude of animals,

and sometimes buries permanently whole villages, with their in

habitants and large herds of cattle. Thus three villages, with their

entire population, were covered, when the mountain of Piz fell in

1772, in the district of Treviso, in the state of Venice, and part of

Mount Grenier, south of Chambery, in Savoy, which fell down in

the year 1248, buried five parishes, including the town and church

of St. André, the ruins occupying an extent of about nine square
niiles.

The number of lives lost by the slide of the Rossberg, in Switzer
land, in 1806, was estimated at more than 800, a great number of
the bodies, as well as several villages and scattered houses, being
buried deep under mud and, rock. In the same country, several
hundred cottages, with eighteen of their inhabitants and a great
number of cows, goats, and sheep, were victims to the sudden fall of
a bed of stones, thirty yards deep, which descended from the summits
of the Diablerets in Vallais. In the year 1618, a portion of Mount
Conto fell, in the county of Chiavenna in Switzerland, and buried
the town of Pleurs with all its inhabitants, to the number of 2430.

It is unnecessary to multiply examples of similar local catastrophes,
which however numerous they may have been in mountainous parts
of Europe, within the historical period, have been, nevertheless, of
rare occurrence when compared to events of the same kind which bav
taken place in regions convulsed by earthquakes. It is then that
enormous masses of rock and earth, even in comparatively low and
level countries, are detached from the sides of valleys, and cast down
into the river courses, and often so unexpectedly that they over
whelm, even in the daytime, every living thing upon the plains.

Preservation of Organic Remains in Fissures and Caves.
In the history of earthquakes it was shown that many hundreds of

new fissures and chasms had opened in certain regions during the
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