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718 IMBEDDING OF ORGANIC REMAINS. [Ca. XLVIIL

their dung, which is of a bright red colour, (probably derived from
the berries on which they feed,) imparts 1ts red hufa to the. mass.
Sometimes also the Hutia, or great Indian rat of the island, dies and
Jeaves its bones in the caves. ¢ At certain seasons tlze Sf)ldlel--01'alws
resort to the sea-shore, and then return from their pilgrimage, eﬂ:Ch
carrying with them, or rather dragging, the shell of some marine
univalve for many a weary mile. They may be traced even at the
distance of eight or ten miles from the shore, on the s.ummlt of
mountains 1200 feet high, like the pilgrims of the olden t.lm.es, each
bearing his shell to denote the character and e.xtent of his wan-
derings.” By this means several species of marine testacea of the
genera Trochus, Turbo, Littorina, and Monodonta, are conveyed
into inland caverns, and enter into the composition of the newly
formed rock.

CHAPTER XLVIIL
IMBEDDING OF ORGANIC REMAINS IN SUBAQUEOUS DEPOSITS.

Division of the subject — Imbedding of terrestrial animals and plants — Increased
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Mackenzie in Slave Lake and Polar Sca — Floating trees in the Mississippi — in
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marl — Imbedding of mammiferous remains in marine strata.

Division of the subject.—HAVING treated of the imbedding of organic
remains in deposits formed upon the land, I shall next consider the
including of the same in deposits formed under water.

It will be convenient to divide this branch of our subject into
three parts; considering, first, the various modes whereby the relics
of terrestrial species may be buried in subaqueous formations; se-
condly, the modes whereby animals and plants inhabiting fresk water
may be so entombed ; thirdly, how marine species may become pre-
served in new strata.

The phenomena above enumerated demand a fuller share of
atte{ltion than those previously examined, since the deposits which
originate upon dry land are ingignificant in thickness, superficial
ex.te.nt, and durability, when contrasted with those of subaqueous
origin. At the same time, the study of the latter is beset with
greater difficulties ; for we are here concerned with the results of
Processes much farther removed from the sphere of ordinary ob-
servation. There is, indeed, no circumstance which so seriously
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