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became a scene of dreadful desolation, a vast number of animals and
plants were washed from the land, and found scattered about after the
storm, m‘o-und the mouths of the principal rivers. An eye-witness
thus d(?SCl‘lbeS the scene which presented itself at the mouth of the
Spey, in Morayshire: — ¢ For several miles along the beach crowds
were employed in endeavouring to save the wood and other wreck
with which the heavy-rolling tide was loaded; whilst the margin of
the sen was strewed with the carcasses of domestic animals, and with
millions of dead hares and rabbits.” #

Savannahs of South America.—We are informed by Humboldt,
that during the periodical swellings of the large rivers in South
America great numbers of quadrupeds are annually drowned. Of
the wild horses, for example, which graze in immense troops in the
savannahs, thousands are said to perish when the river Apure, a
tributary of the Orinoco, is swollen, before they have time to reach the
rising ground of the Llanos. The mares, during the season of high
water, may be seen, followed by their colts, swimming about and
feeding on the grass, of which the top alone waves above the waters.
In this state they are pursued by crocodiles ; and their thighs fre-
quently bear the prints of the tecth of these carnivorous reptiles.
“Such is the pliability,” observes the celebrated traveller, “of the
organization of the animals which man has subjected to his sway,
that horses, cows, and other species of European origin, lead, for a
time, an amphibious life, surrounded by crocodiles, water-serpents,
and manatees. When the rivers return again into their beds, they
roam in the savannah, which is then spread over with a fine odori-
ferous grass, and enjoy, as in their native climate, the renewed
vegetation of spring.”f

Floods of the Parana.—The great number of animals which are
drowned in seasons of drought in the tributaries of the Plata, was
before mentioned. Sir W. Parish states, that the Parana flowing
from the mountains of Brazil to the estuary of the Plata, is liable to
great floods, and during one of these, in the year 1812, vast quanti-
ties of cattle were carried away, “and when the waters began to
subside, and the islands which they had covered became aguin.vmble,
the whole atmosphere for a time was poisoned by the efluvia from
the innumerable carcasses of skunks, capybaras, tigers, and other wild
beasts which had been drowned.”}

Floods of the Ganges.—We find it continually stated, by those
who deseribe the Ganges and Burrampooter, that these rivers carry
before them, during the flood season, not only floats of reeds and
timber, but dead bodies of men, deer, and oxen.§

In Java, 1699.—1 have already referred to th
which attended an earthquake in Java in 1699,
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