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Buildings how preserved under water.— Some of the buildings
which have at different times subsided beneath the level of the sea
have been immediately covered up to a certain extent with strata of
volcanic matter showered down upon them. Such was the case at
Tomboro in Sumbawa, in the present century, and at the site of the
Temple of Serapis, in the environs of Puzzuoli, probably in the 12th
century. The entrance of a river charged with sediment in the
vicinity may still more frequently occasion the rapid envelopment
of buildings in regularly stratified formations. But if no foreign
matter be introduced, the buildings, when once removed to a depth
where the action of the waves is insensible, and where no great
current happens to flow, may last for indefinite periods, and be as
durable as the floor of the ocean itself, which may often be composed
of the very same materials. There is no reason to doubt the tradition
mentioned by the classic writers, that the submerged Grecian towns
of Bura and Helice were seen under water; and it has been already
mentioned that different eye-witnesses have observed the houses of
Port Royal, at the bottom of the sea, at intervals of 88, 101, and 143
years after the convulsion of 1692, (p. 486.)

Berkeley's arguments for the recent date of the creation of man.—
I cannot conclude this chapter without recalling to the reader’s mind
a memorable passage written by Bishop Berkeley a century ago, in
which he inferred, on grounds which may be termed strictly geolo-
gical, the recent date of the creation of man. “To any one,” says he,
“who considers that on digging into the earth, such quantities of
shells, and in some places, bones and horns of animals, are found
sound and entire, after having lain there in all probability some
thousands of years; it should seem probable that guns, medals, and
implements in metal or stone might have lasted entire, buried under
ground forty or fifty thousand years, if the world had been so old.
How comes it then to pass that no remains are found, no antiquities
of those numerous ages preceding the Scripture accounts of time ;
that no fragments of buildings, no public monuments, no intaglios,
cameos, statues, basso-relievos, medals, inscriptions, utensils, or
artificial works of any kind, are ever discovered, which may bear
testimony to the existence of those mighty empires, those successions
of monarchs, heroes, and demi-gods, for so many thousand years?
Let us look forward and suppose ten or twenty thousand years to
come, during which time we will suppose that plagues, famine, wars,
and carthquakes shall have made great havoc in the world, is it not
highly probable that at the end of such a period, pillars, vases, and
statues now in being of granite, or porphyry, or jasper (stones of
such hardness as we know them to have lasted two thousand years
above ground, without any considerable alteration), would bear
record of these and past ages? Or that some of our current coins
might then be dug up, or old walls and the foundations of buildings
show themselves, as well as the shells and stones of the primeval
world, which are preserved down to our times.”*

* Alciphron, or the Minute Philosopher, vol. ii. pp. 84, 85., 1732.
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