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That many signs of the agency of man would have lasted at least

as long as "the shells of the primeval world," had our race been so

ancient, we may feel as fully persuaded as Berkeley; and we may

anticipate with confidence that many edifices and implements of

human workmanship and the skeletons of men, and casts of the

human form, will continue to exist when a great part of the present
mountains, continents, and seas have disappeared. Assuming the

future duration of the planet to be indefinitely protracted, we can

foresee no limit to the perpetuation of some of the memorials of man,

which are continually entombed in the bowels of the earth or in the

bed of the ocean, unless we carry forward our views to a period
sufficient to allow the various causes of change, both igneous and

aqueous, to remodel more than once the entire crust of the earth.
One complete revolution will be inadequate to efface every monument
of our existence; for many works of art might enter again and

again into the formations of successive eras, and escape obliteration
even though the very rocks in which they had been for ages imbedded
were destroyed, just as pebbles included in the conglomerates of one

epoch often contain the organized remains of beings which flourished

during a prior era.
Yet it is no less true, as a late distinguished philosopher has dc-

dared, "that none of the works of a mortal being can be eternal."*
They are in the first place wrested from the hands of man, and lost
as far as regards their subserviency to his use, by the instrumentality
of those very causes which place them in situations where they are
enabled to endure for indefinite periods. And even when they have
been included in rocky strata, when they have been made to enter as
it were into the solid framework of the globe itself, they must never
theless eventually perish; for every year some portion of the earth's
crust is shattered by earthquakes, or melted by volcanic fire, or
ground to dust by the moving waters on the surface. "The river of
Lethe," as Bacon eloquently remarks, "runneth as well above groundas below."t

*
Davy. Consolations in Travel, t Essay on the Vicissitude of Things.p.276.
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