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it out, when the animal began to stir itsel.f.“' An individual of the
common whale (Balena mysticetus), which .me‘as.m'ed seventy feet,
came ashore near Peterhead, in 1682. Muqy mdlvul.uz.\ls of the genus
Balenoptera have met the same fate. It will be suflicient to refer to
those cast on shore near Burnt Island, and at Alloa, rec.ordcd by
Sibbald and Neill. The other individu‘al.mentmncd by Sibbald, as
having come ashore at Boyne, in Banflshire, was p}‘obnbl y & razor-
back. Of the genus Catodon ( Cachalot), Ray mentions a large one
stranded on the west coast of IIolland in 1598, and the fact is also
commemorated in a Dutch engraving of the time of much merit.
Sibbald, too, records that a herd of Cachalots, upwards of 100 in
number, were found stranded at Cairston, in Orkney. The dead
bodies of the larger Cetacea are sometimes found {floating on the
surface of the waters, as was the case with the immense whale
exhibited in London in 1831. And the carcass of a sea-cow or
Lamantine (Halicora) was, in 1783, cast ashore near Leith.

To some accident of this kind we may refer the position of the
skeleton of a whale, seventy-three feet long, which was found at
Airthrey, on the Forth, near Stirling, imbedded in clay twenty feet
higher than the surface of the highest tide of the river Forth at the
present day. From the situation of the Roman station and causeways
at o small distance from the spot, it is concluded that the whale
must have been stranded there at a period prior to the Christian era.f

Other fossil remains of this class have also been found in estuaries,
known to have been silted up in recent times, one example of which
has been already mentioned near Lewes, in Sussex.

Marine reptiles.— Some singular fossils have lately been dis-
Fig. 83. covered in the Island of Ascension in a stone

said to De continually forming on the beach
where the waves throw up small rounded
fragments of shells and corals, which, in the
course of time, become firmly agglutinated
together, and constitute a stone used largely
for building and making lime. In a quarry on
the N.W. side of the island, about 100 yards
ey | from the sea, some fossil ezes of turtles have
Fossil eggs of Turtles from the PEC0 discovered in the hard rock thus formed.
"."""‘ of Ascension. The egegs must have bLeen nearly hatched at
the time when they pevished; for the bones of the young turtle are
seen in the interior, with their shape fully developed, the interstices
between the bones being entirely filled with grains of sand, which are

cemented together, so that when the egg-shells are removed perfect
casts of their form remain in stone.

figured (fig. 83.) which is only five inch
less than seyen eggs are preserved.§

In the single specimen here
es in its longest diameter, no
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whi , P-37.5 in f This specimen has been presented
m::‘ Q,:l?:):ngy be scen many other by M. Longdnle to the Gcolugl;)icad So-
Quart Jou;-n F Tie R ciety of London,
No. xv, p '172 Oc of Lit. Sci, &, § The most conspicuous of the bones
- 172, t. 1819, represented within the shell in fig. 84



