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To explain the state in which they oceur fossil, it seems necessary
to suppose that after the eggs were almost hatched in the warm sand,
a great wave threw upon them so much more sand as to prevent the
rays of the sun from penctrating, so that the yolk wus chilled and
deprived of vitality. The shells were perhaps slightly broken at the
same time, so that small grains of sand might gradually be introduced
into the interior by water as it percolated through the beach.

Marine Testacea. — The aquatic animals and plants which inhabit
an estuary are liable, like the trees and land animals which people
the alluvial plains of a great river, to be swept from time to time far
into the deep ; for as a river is perpetually shifting its course, and
undermining a portion of its banks with the forests whicl cover them,
so the marine current alters its direction from time to time, and bears
away the banks of sand and mud, against which it turns its force.
These banks may consist in great measure of shells peculinr to
shallow, and sometimes brackish water, which may have been ac-
cumulating for centuries, until at length they are carried away and
spread out along the bottom of the sex, at a depth at which they
could not have lived and multiplied.  Thus littoral and estuary shells
are more frequently linble even than freshwater species, to be inter-
mixed with the exuvie of pelagic tribes.

After the storm of February 4. 1831, when several vessels were
wrecked in the estuary of the Forth, the current was dirceted against

appear to be the claviele and corncoid
bone.  They are hollow; and for this
reuson resemble, at first sight, the bones
of birds rather than of reptiles; for the

ter have no medullary cavity. Mr.
Owen, of the College of Surgeons, in
order to clucidate this point, dissccted
for me a very young turtle, and found
that the exterior portion ouly of the

hones was ossified, the interior heing still
filled with enrtilage.  This cartilage soon
dried up, anld sheank to a mere thread
upon the evaporation of the spirits of
wine in which the specimen had been
preserved, so that in a short time the
hones became as empty as those of
birds.



