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Genera of Zoophytes most common in coral reefs.
Fig. 88,

Extremity of branch of Madrepora Caryophyllia fastigiata, Lam.
muricata, Lin.

Fig. 90.

Porites clavaria, Lam.

Oculina hirtella, Lam.

Rate of the growth of coral. — Very different opinions have been
%ntertfnned m regard to the rate at which coral reefs increase. In
aptain Becchey's late expedition to the Pacific, o positive inform-
ation could be obtained of any channel having been filled up within
;f;:eg tl-) etiod; at::]d lthselems established, that several reefs had re-
ed for more than half a century, at
the surface. > at about the same depth {rom
beghl:le nb?lrg also questions the fact of channels and harbours having
He s: SRLAID N 1% l.led Sea by the rapid increase of coral limestone.
have p§°8‘?s the notion ko have arisen from the circumstance of
snndniu :t\;:ng be:e;: loccasmnnlly filled up in some places with coral
’ ers with large T4d )
down from vessels, ge quantities of ballast of coral rock thrown
h .
gl'owi::;n;:xv:; ok e BF rmuda Islands point out certain corals now
e sea, which, according to tradition, have been living



