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176 GLOSSARY.

i i d, supposed to belon

ANT THERIOM. A name given to an extinct quadruped, Suppose o
ltIt?Atgg Pachydermata, the Egnes of which were first found in lignite and coal
of the tertiary strata. Etym., avfpak, anthraz, coal, and dzpiov, therion, wild
beast. .

AxTrroroMORPHOUS. Having a form resembling the human. Etym., avfpumos,

thropos, a man, and wopdn, morphe, form.

ANTIC;?:BI’;Ig. ’Subsmhces utlhi‘::h in"evem: corruption in animal and vegptnhle_ matter,
as cominon salt does, are said to be antiseptic. Etym., avri, anti, against, and
onmw, sepo, to ])utraf}}j‘1 v

ARENACEOUS, Sandy. Etym., arena, sand. .

ARG[LLACEOUB.S Clagfay, composed of clay. Etym., argilla, c]n}_'.

ARrgrAGoNITE. A simple mineral, & variety of carbonate of lime, so called from
having been first found in Arragon, in Spam. . - '

Arorrs. Coral islands of an annular form, or consisting of a circular strip or ring
of coral surrounding a central lagoon. .

AvcitE. A simple mineral of a dark green, or black colour, which forms a con-
stituent part of many vavieties of voleanic rocks. Name applied by Pliny to
a particular mineral, from the Greek avyn, auge, lustre. . '

AvaLanceEs. Masses of snow which, being detached from great heights in the
Alps, acquire enormous bulk by fresh accumulations as they descend ; and
when they fall into the valleys below often cause great destruction. Fhey are
also called lavanges and lavanches in the dialects of Switzerland.

BasaLT. One of the most common varieties of the Trap-rocks. It is a dark
green or black stone, composed of augite and felspar, very compact in texture,
and of considerable hardness, often found in regular pillars of three or more
sides called basaltic columns. Remarkable examples of this kind are seen
at the Giant’s Causeway, in Ireland, and at Fingal's Cave, in Statfa, one
of the Hebrides. The term is used by Pliny, and is said to come from
basal, an Aithiopian word signifying iron. The rock often contains much
iron,

“BasiN” of Paris, “Basin” of London. Deposits lying in a hollow or trough,
formed of older rocks ; sometimes used in geology almost synonymously with
“ formations,” to express the deposits lying in a certain cavity or depression in
older rocks,

BeLEamiTE.  An estinct genus of the order of molluscous animals called Cephalo-
poda, having a long, straight, and chambered conical shell. Etym., BeAeuvov,
belemnon, a. dart.

Brroaen.  Mineral pitch, of which the tar-like substance which is often seen to
ooze out of the Newcastle coal when on the fire, and which makes it cake, is a
good example. Etym., bitumen, pitch.

BITUMB_WOUE} SHALE. An argillaccous shale, much impregnated with bitumen,
which is very common in the Coal Measures.

BLENDE, A metallic ore, a compound of the metal zinc with sulphur. It is often
found in brown shining crystals ; hence its name among the German miners,
from the word blenden, to dazzle.

BruFrs, High ban_ks presenting a precipitous front to the sea or a river. A term
5 used in the United States of North America.

OTRYOIDAL. Resembling a bunch of Grapes. Etym., Borpus, botrys, a bunch of
. grapes, and etdos, eidos, form.

OUIE.DERS. A provincial term for large rounded blocks of stone lying on the sur-
fnce of the ground, or sometimes imbedded in loose soil, ditferent in composition
rom the rocks in their vicinity, and which have been therefore transported
from a distance.

CCIA. A rock composed of angular fragments connected together by lime or
other mineral substance, An Italian teni.m ' ¢ ’

Cuco?llﬁﬁli“ IIL German name for the deposits from springs holding carbonate
ALCAIRD, G ition — potrifying springs. Etym., kalk, lime, and sintern, to drop.
Paris B qssnls)n. An extensive stratum, or rather series of strata, fo“!‘d m the
g elonging to the Eocene tertiary period. Etym,, calcaire, lime-

nd grossier, coarse.
ALCAREOUS RocEk, Limestone,

Cavrcareous Span, Etym,, calx, lime.

Crystallized carbonate of lime.
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