
780 GLOSSARY. 

felspr is a term applied when the crystals have a considerable degree of trans- 
parency. Compact t'elspar is B, muno of more vague signiiicatiou. The 
stance so called nppears to contain both potwh and soda. . . 

F ~ L B P A T ~ ~ .  Of or belonging to felspar. 
"FERRUGINOUEL Any thing containing iron. Efynt*, ferrrlnt, iron. 
fa am^, easily cleft, dividing readily into an indefinite number of parallel lamina;, 

like slates. 
~LOETZ ROC~S.  A German, term applied to the secondary strain by the geologist3 

of that country, because these rocks were supposed to occur most frcqiicntly in 
flat horizontal beds. Etynt , ,JlBtz ,  a. layer or stratum. 

~ O B . A .  The -various kinds of tree3 am1 plants Ibinul in any country constitute the 
FLORA of that country ill tIic la~giinge of botanists. 

F L ~ T I L ~ .  &wing to a river. Eti/m., @ins, n, rivcr. 
rottAMnnrEtt~, A name givell by D'Orbigny to a f i ~ t ~ d y  of microscopic S ~ I C ~ .  

Their different chambers are united by a small perforation or foramen. 
Recent observation has shown that some nt least mu not Ccphalopodn, as 
D'Orbigny supposed. 

PO-TION. A group, whether of alluvial deposits, scdimcntary strata, or igneous - 

rocks, referred to common origin or period. 
FOSSIL. All minerals were once culled fossils, hit geologists now use the word 

only to oxpress tlio re1n11i11s of at~in~i~ls  and 11111nta fu11iitl buricd in the caith. 
Etifm.,fossilis, any thing that may he clug out of tlic earth. 

FOSSIUFEBOUS. Containing organic remaius. 

A metalic we, a compound of lead aud sulphu'. It has often the 
appearance of highly polished lead. Etp.,  7a\?w, g ( l h  to shine. 

G ~ T .  A simple minerd, generally of a deep red ~ O I Q W ,  crystallized ; most 
met with in mica slate, but also in granite und otlier ignco~s r~cks. 

GAST~RO~ODS, A division of the Tcstiicea, in winch, !is in the limpet, the foot is 
attached, to the body. Etym., y q p ,  gaster, belly, and ffo8a, pfidfl, feck 

G-T. A proviiicial name in the cast of Englaiu.1 for a series at beds of clay and 
marl, the geological position of which is between the Upper and Lower Green- 
sand, 

G AW. A kind of cmwUla fbmd in India. 
GEM, or GEMMULE, from the Latin gemma, n bud. The term, applied to zoophytes, 

means a young animal not confined within an envelope or egg. 
GEOLOGY, GROGKOST. Both mean the samo thing ; but with an unnecessary d e w  

of Tefinement in terms, it lias bccn proposed to call our description of the 
structure of the earth geognosy (Afym,, Â¥yea yea, earth, nnd 'ywwu~w, g i n ~ ~ o ,  to 
know,) and OUT theoretical speculations os to its formation geology (Etyni., 'yea, 
and Aoyor, fopos, a discourse). 

GLACIER Vast accumulations of ice and hardened, snow in the Alps and other 
lofty mountains. EM., gIace, Trench for ice. 

GLACIS. A term borrowed from the language of fortification, where it means an 
e W  insensible slope or declivity, less steep than a taliis, which see. 

GNEISS. A stratified primary rock, composed of the same mnteriiils as granite, hut 
having usually a larger proportion of mica and n laminated texture. The 
word ia a German miner's term. 

G u m  The order of p h t s  to which grasses belong. Etyiii., grttnic?~, grass. 
G ~ I T E .  An unstratified or igneous rock, generally found iiii'crior to or nssociatetl 

with the oldest of the stratified rocks, am1 sometimes penetrating them in tho 
form of dikes and veins. It is usi~nlJy composed of three simple minerals, 
f c l s ~ ~ r ,  quartz, and mica, and derives its mame from having a coarse granulw 
Emcturo ; Fanrim, Latin for grnin. Waterloo bridge, and the paving-stones 
in the cmiag@-way of the London streets, afford good examples of the niNt 
common varieties of granite. 

G m ~ ~ ~ U n  Beds of   and, sandstone, limestone, belonging to the Cretaceous 
period. The name is given to these beds because they often, but not a1wuy-S 
contain an abundance of green earth or cldorite scattered tlu-ough the substance 
of the sandstone, limestone, kc. 

G m ~ ~ s T ~ h x .  A variety of trap, composed of hornblende and fdspor. 
Gmmh~d- Grauwacke, a German name, general1 y adopted by geologists for 

goma of the most ancient fcnsilifcrous utrntn. The rock is very often of n p y  
''lrori ~ W X  the name, grau, being German far grey, and iliacht, M ~ B  Â 
Provincial miner's t-, 
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