
784 GLOSSARY.

31ouicr.uN LrirnsTowE, or CAnnom'EnoUS LmnsToNE. A series of limestone strata

of marine origin, usually forming the lowest member of the Coal Measures.

MorA. A term applied in South America to mud poured out from volcanos during
eruptions.

MULTILOCULAR. Many-chambered; a term applied to those shells which, like the
nautilus, ammonite, and others, are divided into many compartments. Etyn,
multus, many, and loculus, a partition.

MU1UATE OF SODA. The scientific name for common culinary salt, because it is

composed of muriatic acid and the alkali soda.

MUSACE2E. A family of tropical monocotyledonous plants, including the banana and

plaintains.
MuscunuALK. A limestone, belonging to the Upper New Red Sandstone group.

Its position is between the Mugnesian Limestone and the Lias. This formation
has not yet been found in England, and the German name is adopted by English
geologists. The word means shell-limestone. Etynz., muschel, shell, and /al/-
stein, limestone.

NAPHTRA. Avery thin, volatile, inflammable, and fluid mineral substance, of which
there are springs in many countries, particularly in volcanic districts.

NENUPuAR. A yellow water-lily. P. 618.
Mw RED SANDSTONE. A formation so named, because it consists chiefly of sandy

and argillaceous strata, the predominant colour of which is brick-red, but con
taining portions which are of a greenish-grey. These occur often in spots and
stripes, so that the series has sometimes been called the variegated sandstone.
This formation is divided into the Upper New Red in which the Mnschclkalk
is included, and the Lower New Red of which the Magnesian Limestone is a
member.

ODW4E. A rounded irregular-shaped lump or mass. Eiijm., diminutive of nodus.
knot.

oni.u. Gnoms. Groups of certain rocks taken as a rule or standard. Etym.,
norma, rule or pattern.

Mums. A solid central piece, around which other matter is collected. The word
is Latin for kernel.

IuMMUL1TES. An extinct genus of the order of molluscous animals, called Cepha
lopoda, of a thin lenticular shape, internally divided into small chambers.
Etym., nuininus, Latin for money, and luOos, lithos, stone, from its resemblance
to a coin.

OBSIDIAN. A volcanic product, or species of lava, very like common green bottle
glass, which is almost black in large masses, but semi-transparent in thin
fragments. Pumice-stone is obsidian in a frothy state; produced, most pro
bably, by water that was contained in or had access to the melted stone, and
converted into steam. There are very often portions in masses of solid obsidian,
which are partially converted into pumice.Ocruii. A yellow powder, a combination of some earth with oxide of iron.

OGYGIAN DELUGE. A great inundation mentioned in fabulous history, supposedto have taken place in the reign ot Ogyges in Attica, whose death is fixed in
Blair's Chronological Tables in the year 1764 before Christ. See p. 341.OLD Ran SANDSTONE. A formation immediately below the Carboniferous Group.The term Devonian has been recently proposed for strata of this age,because in Devonshire they are largely developed, and contain many Organicremains.

OLIGOCLASE. A mineral of the feispar family.Ouvn{E. An olive-cOlOLu'ed, semi-transparent, simple mineral, very often occurringin the form of grains and of crystals in basalt and lava.OOLITE, OOLITIc. A limestone; so named because it is composed of rounded particleslike the roe or eggs of a fish. The 'lame is also applied to a large group ofstrata, charactenzed by peculiar fossils, in which limestone of this textureoccurs. Etym., wov, oon, egg, and AiOo, litlios, stone.Oi'&LlZED WOOD. Wood petrified by siliceous earth, and acquiring a. structuresimilar to the simple mineral, called opal.Oi'RIDIO REPTILES. Vertebrated animals, such as snakes and serpents. Etym.,op&, oplzis, a serpent.
ORGANIC RE i&n. The remains of animals and plants (organized bodies) found ina fossil state.
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