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T0 MY BELOVED WIFE.

Bota gratitude and affection prompt me to dedicate these
lectures to you. To your kindness and self-denying labours 1
have been mainly indebted for the ability and leisure to give
any successful attention to scientific pursuits. Early should
I have sunk under the pressure of feeble health, nervous
despondency, poverty, and blighted hopes, had not your
sympathies and cheering counsels sustained me. And during
the last thirty years of professional labours, how little could I
have done in the cause of science, had you not, in a great
measure, relieved me of the cares of a numerous family!
Furthermore, while I have described scientific facts with the
pen only, how much more vividly have they been portrayed
by your pencil! And it is peculiarly appropriate that your
name should be associated with mine in any literary effort
where the theme is geology; since your artistic skill has done
more than my voice to render that science attractive to the
young men whom I have instructed. I love especially to
connect your name with an effort to defend and illustrate
that religion which I am sure is dearer to you than every thing
else. I know that you would forbid this public allusion to
your labours and sacrifices, did I not send it forth to the world
before it meets your eye. But I am unwilling to lose this
opportunity of bearing a testimony which both justice and
affection urge me to give. In a world where much is said
of female deception and inconstancy, I desire to testify that
one man at least has placed implicit confidence in woman,
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