
THE

RELIGION OF GEOLOGY.

LECTURE T.

REVELATION ILLUSTRATED BY SCIENCE.

THE
leading object, which I propose in the course of lectures

which I now commence, is to develop the relations between

geology and religion. This cannot be done fully and fairly,
however, without exhibiting also many of the religious bearings
of several other sciences. I shall, therefore, feel justified in

drawing illustrations and arguments from any department of

human knowledge which may afford them. I place geology
first and most conspicuous on the list, because I know of no

other branch of physical science so prolific in its religious ap

plications.
In treating of this subject, I shall first exhibit the relations

between science and revealed religion, and afterwards between

science and natural religion; though in a few cases these two

great branches cannot be kept entirely distinct.

Geology is usually regarded as having only an unfavourable

bearing upon revealed religion; and writers are generally
satisfied if they can reconcile apparent discrepancies. But I

regard this as an unfair representation; for if geology, or any
other science, proves to us that we have not fairly understood

the meaning of any passage of Scripture, it merely illustrates,

but does not oppose, revelation.

A fundamental principle of Protestant Christianity is, that

the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the onjL
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