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ture and sound philosophy, and that even the venerable Galileo

should be forced to recant it upon his knees. What though
the astronomer stood ready with his diagrams and formulas to

demonstrate the motion of the earth; who would calmly and.

impartially examine the claims of a scientific discovery, which,

by its very announcement, threw discredit upon the Bible and

the senses, and contradicted the unanimous opinion of the wise

and good, of all mankind, indeed, through all past centuries?

Rather would the distinguished theologians of the day set their

ingenuity at fork to frame an argument in opposition to the

dangerous neology, that should full upon it like an avalanche,'

and grind it to powder. And to show you how firm and irre

sistible such an argument would seem, we need no longer tax

the imagination; for Francis Turretin, a distinguished Pro

testant professor of theology, whose writings have even to the

present day sustained no mean reputation, has left us an argu
ment on the subject, compacted and arranged according to the

nicest rules of logic, and which he supposed would stand Un

refuted as long as the authority of the Bible should be re

garded among men. He propounds the inquiry, "Do the sun

and moon move in the heavens and revolve round the earth,

while the earth remains at rest?" This he affirms, "in opposi
tion to certain philosophers," and sustains his position by the

following arguments: "First. The sun is said [in Scripture] to

move in the heavens, and to rise and set. (Ps. 19, 5.) The

sun is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth
as a strong man to run a race. (Ps. 104, 19.) The sun know

eth his going down. (Eccles. 1, 5.) The sun also arLseth, and

the sun goth down. Secondly. The sun, by a miracle, stood

still in the time of Joshua. (Joshua, 10, 12-14,) and by a

miracle it went back in the time of Hezekiah. (Isa. 38, 8.)

Thirdly. The earth is said to befixed immoveably. (Ps. 93, 1.)
The world also is established, that it cannot be moved. (Ps. 104, 5.)
Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be re

moved for ever. (Ps. 119, 90, 91.) Thou hase established the

earth, and it abideth. They continue this day according to thine

ordinances. Fourthly. Neither could birds, which often fly off

through an hour's circuit, be able to return to their nests; for

in the mean time the earth would move four hundred and fifty
of our miles. Fifthly. Whatever flies or is suspended in the

air ought [by this theory] to move from west to east; but this


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


