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TIHE SETTLED PRINCITLES OF SCIENCE. 27

it strikingly illustrates the value of scientifie discovery in
enabling us rightly to understand the Bible.

Is it necessary to quote any more examples to establish the
principle that scientific discovery is one of the means which
the philologist should employ in the interpretation of Scripture?
And if the principle has been found of service in chemistry,
meteorology, and astronomy, why should it be neglected in the
case of geology? Why should not this science also, which
has probably more important religious bearings than any other,
be appealed to in illustration of the meaning of Scripture,
when phenomena are described of which geology takes cogni-
zance? I know that some will reply, that the principles of
geology are yet too unsettled to be allowed to modify the in-
terpretation of the Bible. This brings me to the second part
of my subject, in which I am to inquire whether the principles
of physical science, and of geology in particular, are so far
settled that we can feel ourselves upon firm ground as we
compare them with the principles of revelation.

Before proceeding to this part of the subject, however, I
must pause a moment, in order to point out another mode, in
which science may contribute to elucidate Scripture. In the
way just described, it may enable the interpreter more cor-
rectly to understand the language, but it may also give a fuller
illustration to the sentiments of the Bible. Revelation, for
instance, represents God as benevolent. Now, if we can
derive from the records of geology striking and hitherto un-
thought of manifestations of this attribute, we shall make the
doctrine of Scripture more impressive; or, if we appeal to
the numerous changes which the earth has undergone, and
the vast periods which they have occupied, we find that the
unsearchableness of divine wisdom, and the vastness of the
divine plans, are brought more vividly before the mind, and
task its power of comprehension more than illustrations from
any other quarter. In short, the principles of religion that
derive important elucidation from science, and especially from
geology, are very numerous, as I hope to show in subsequent
lectures. But I now return to the iuquiry, whether the priu-
ciples of science, and especially of geology, are so well settled
that we can employ them in this manner.

As to the more mathematical sciences, there will be no one to
doubt but some of their principles must be admitted as infallible
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