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H4 REVELATION ILLUSTRATED BY SCIENCE.

for the family of man. The work of the six days was not,
according to this view, a creation in the strict sense of the
term, but a renovation, a remodelling of pre-existing materials,”
Principles of Geology explained, ete. p. 40, 1st edit.

“Whether the Mosaic creation,”” says Dr. Schmueker, of
the Lutheran church in this country, ‘‘refers to the present
organization of matter, or to the formation of its primary ele-
ments, it is not easy to decide. The question is certainly not
determined by the usage of the original words,®23, "y, which
are frequently employed to designate mediate formation.
Should the future investigations of physieal science bring to
light any facts, indisputably proving the anterior existence of
the matter of this earth, such facts would not militate against
the Christian Seriptures.”

“ That a very long period,”” says Dr. Pond, ‘“ how long no
being but God can tell, intervened between the creation of the
world and the commencement of the six days’ work recorded
in the following verses of the first chapter of Genesis, there
can, I think, be no reasonable doubt.”

But I need not adduce any more advoeates of the interpre-
tation of Genesis, for which I contend. Men more respected
and confided in by the Christian world I could not quote,
though I might enlarge the number; but I trust it is unneces-
sary. I trust that all who hear me are satisfied that the
Mosaic history of the creation of the world does fairly admit of
an interpretation which leaves an undefined interval between
the creation of matter and the six days’ work. Let it be re-
collected that I do not maintain that this is the most natural
interpretation, but only that the passage will fairly admit it by
the strict rules of exegesis. The question still remains to be
considered, whether there is sufficient reason to adopt it as the
true interpretation. To show that there is, I now make my
appeal to geology. This is a case, it seems to me, in which
we may call in the aid of science to ascertain the true meaning
of Scripture, The question is: Does geology teach, distinetly
and uncontrovertibly, that the world must have existed during
a long period prior to the existence of the races of organized
beings that now occupy its surface?

To give a popular view of the evidence sustaining the affir-
mative of this question is no easy task. It mneeds a full and
accurate acquaintance with the multiplied facts of geologys
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