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DEPOSITS, 57

occasionally such rapid depositions probably took place while
the older rocks were in the course of formation, But in general,
the work seoms to have gone on as slowly as it usually does at
present.

Yet, in the fourth place, there must have been time enough
since the creation to deposit at least ten miles of rocks in
perpendicular thickness, in the manner that has been deseribed.
For the stratified rocks are at least of that thickness in
Europe, and in this country much thicker; or, if we regard
only the fossiliferous strata as thus deposited, (since some
geologists might hesitate to admit that the non-fossiliferous
rocks were thus produced,) these are six and a half miles
thick in Europe, and still thicker in this country. How im-
mense & period was requisite for such a work! Some do,
indeed, contend that the work, in all cases, as we have
allowed it in a few, may have been vastly more rapid than at
the present day. But the manner in which the materials are
arranged, and especially the preservation of the most delicate
parts of the organic remains, often in the very position in which
the animals died, show the quiet and slow manner in which the
process went on.

In the fifth place, it is certain that since man existed on the
globe, materials for the production of rocks have not accu-
mulated to the average thickness of more than one hundred
or two hundred feet; although in particular places, as already
mentioned, the accumulations are thicker. The evidence of
this position is, that neither the works nor the remains of man
have been found any deeper in the earth than in the wpper
part of that superficial deposit called alluvium. But had man
existed while the other deposits were going on, no possible
reason ean be given why his bones and the fruits of his labours
‘should not be found mixed with those of other animals, so
abundant in the rocks to the depth of six or seven miles. In
the last six thousand years, then, only one five hundredth part
of the stratified rocks has been accumulated. I mention this
fact, not as by any means an exact, but only an approximate,

mud. So that the process of deposition must be going on continually.
This cannot be the case in one in ten of other rivers, whose waters, for
most of the year, are clear. This case, then, is only a quite unusual
exception, and cannot be regarded as a standard by which to judge of
the rate of deposition at present, or in past times.
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