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it long enough to leave immense quantities of their remains,
which sometimes constitute almost entire mountains. And in
general, these groups became extinct in consequence of a change
of climate; which if imputed to any known cause, must have
been an extremely slow process.

Now, these results are no longer to be regarded as the
dreams of fancy, but the legitimate deductions from long and
careful observation of facts. And can any reasonable man
conceive how such changes can have taken place since the
six days of creation, or within the last six thousand years?
In order to reconcile them with such a supposition, we must
admit of hypotheses and absurdities more wild and extravagant
than have ever been charged upon geology. But admit of a
long period between the first creative act and the six days, and
all difficulties vanish.

In the eighth place, the denudations and erosions that have
taken place on the earth’s surface indicate a far higher an-
tiquity to the globe, even since it assumed essentially its
present condition, than the common interpretation of Genesis
admits. The geologist can prove that in many cases the rocks
have been worn away, by the slow action of the ocean, more
than two miles in depth in some regions, and those very wide;
as in South Wales, in England. As the continents rose from
the ocean, the slow drainage by the rivers has excavated
numerous long and deep gorges, requiring periods incalculably
extended.

I do not wonder that, when the sceptic stands upon the
banks of Niagara River, and sees how obviously the splendid
cataract has worn out the deep gorge extending to Lake On-
tario, he should feel that there is a standing proof that the
common opinion, as to the age of the world, cannot be true;
and hence be led to discard the Bible, if he supposes that to
be a true interpretation.

But the Niagara gorge is only one among a multitude of ex-
amples of erosion that might be quoted; and some of them far
more striking to a geologist. On Oak Orchard Creek, and the
Genesee River, between Rochester and Lake Ontario, are
similer erosions, seven miles long. On the latter river, south
of Rochester, we find a cut from Mount Morris to Portage,
sometimes four hundred feet deep. On many of our south-
western rivers we have what are called canons, or gorges, often
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